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 The Central Florida SAR 
chapter is planning an in-person 
meeting for May. This will be 
our Chapter Award Presentation 
& Chapter Officers Installation 
Meeting.  
 
 This meeting is schedule 
for May 8, 2021 at the Golden 
Corral Restaurant located at 897 
West Town Parkway, Altamonte 
Springs, FL 32714.  Social time 
will begin at 10:00 AM.  Please 
pay at the meeting room before 
getting your food.  
 

Upcoming State 
Meeting  

 
FLSSAR Spring  Board of Man-
agement/Annual Meeting: 4/30 
to 5/2/2021 Embassy Suites Or-
lando - Lake Buena Vista South 
(4955 Kyngs Heath Road Kis-
simmee, Florida, 34746)   

National Events  

   
131st Annual Congress 
July 7 - 14, 2021 Renton, Washington 
 
2021 Fall Leadership 
September 23-25,  2021 Louisville KY 
 

From the Chapter  
President 

 
 May is traditionally the end of our 
chapter's program year.  This program year 
has certainly been one for the books!  To 
be frank, I am glad it is over!  We've had 
few in-person meetings.  Some of our reg-
ular programs have been curtailed. 
 
 But the good news is not that the 
program is coming to an end with the 
month of May, the good news is that our 
chapter has endured and overcome.  In 
March we resumed in-person meetings at a 
restaurant, we have elected new officers, 
and in May we will have our traditional 
awards program.   
 
 I hope that this is the pattern for all 
aspects of our nation.  Every civic organi-
zation, every school, every workplace, and 
every faith community has been through a 
difficult time.  We are all ready to put this 
pandemic behind us.  We can do that if we 
continue to be careful.  We still need to 
receive our vaccinations and encourage 
others to do so in order for herd immunity 
to be achieved.  We need to continue to 
wear masks so that those of us who are 
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vaccinated will not transmit the virus to oth-
ers.  But we will get there.  It will take persever-
ance and commitment, but that is what Ameri-
cans are best at. 
 

Printed FLSSAR 
Magazine Subscription  

Information  
 
 At present, the FLSSAR sends The Flori-
da Patriot magazine in digital form to all mem-
bers on quarterly basis.  If you would like a 
printed / mailed issue sent to you also, it is avail-
able for $15.00 per year.   
 
 If interested, please make out a check to 
the ñFLSSAR Treasurerò and send to Scott 
Breckinridge (FLSSAR Secretary) at 1862 
Buckridge Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32225-2202. 
 
 The typical number of pages of each is-
sue is between 24 to 28 pages.  Please consider 
subscribing today. 
 

;\Ud`U]bÎg ;cfbYf    
Burdens ï Yesterday and Today 

 

 One only needs to watch an hour of cur-
rent news on TV or read a newspaper to get a 
sense of the political discord and polarization 
going on in our Great Nation today.  Such bur-
dens were also experienced by the framers of our 
U. S. Constitution back in May, 1775 during the 
Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia.  
Here is an interesting account of such from 
ñStories of Faith and Courage from the Revolu-
tionary Warò: 
 
 ñNot only did the delegates to the second 
Continental Congress carry their knapsacks and 
trunks with them to Philadelphia in May 1775, 
but they brought another, heavier burden also as 
well.  
 
 At their meeting the previous autumn, 
they had put their hopes in a trade boycott 
against Britain. But the smoke from musket fire 
at Lexington and Concord had forced them to 

reconvene. They were no longer running a colony-
wide boycott. They were running a war. They had 
to raise an army to support the colonial militia that 
had haphazardly surrounded British General Gage 
and his troops in Boston.  
 
 The newest member of the Congress per-
haps carried the worst burden. Benjamin Franklin 
joined the deliberations with a heart heavier than 
anyone else. Forced out of England after a humili-
ating tongue-lashing by his so-called friends, 
Franklin returned home only to face another be-
trayal. The load he carried was the most intimate, 
personal burden possible.  
 
 óNothing has ever hurt me so much and 
affected me with such keen sensation as to find 
myself deserted in my old age by my only son. Not 
only deserted, but to find him taking up arms 
against me in a cause wherein in my good fame 
and fortune and my life were all at stake,ô Franklin 
later said.  
 
 Franklin spent his first few days in Con-
gress quiet and withdrawn. Shortly after arriving in 
Philadelphia, he visited his son William Franklin. 
The pair had been as close as a father and son 
could be. Their loyalty to the crown over the years 
was unparalleled. Because of his fatherôs influence 
with Parliament, William had served as New Jer-
seyôs royal governor. William had also been with 
Franklin when he conducted his famous kite ex-
periment.  
 
 Franklin was shocked at Williamôs deaf-
ness to the cause of the Revolution. Franklin tried 
everything. But nothing, not sentiment, rationality, 
or the humiliation Franklin endured that led to his 
ejection from England would change Williamôs 
mind. Neither man would bend. They never recon-
ciled.  
 
 Historians have noted the irony of their re-
lationship. ñSeems very strange to me that the old 
man should be the radical and the young man 
should be the conservative,ò observed historian 
Willard Sterne Randall in an interview for The 
History Channel Presents: The American Revolu-
tion, 2006.  
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 The burden for both Benjamin Franklin 
and the second Continental Congress was now 
clear. They were launching a civil war. It was a 
weight too heavy for any of them to carry on his 
own. Distributing their load was as much a part of 
their unity as was their anger against Great Brit-
ain. They knew the only way to survive was to 
share the weight among them.ò  As we contem-
plate the growing unrest in todayôs World and at 
home, let us offer our own burdens up to Our 
Lord as we pray:   
 
 Father, I give you my burdens today, 
knowing the load is too heavy for me to bear on 
my own.    ñ[Moses prayed to God,] óI cannot car-
ry all these people by myself; the burden is too 
heavy for meôò (Numbers 11:14). 
 
Cook, Jane Hampton. Stories of Faith and Cour-
age from the Revolutionary War (Battlefields & 
BlessingsÈ) . AMG Publishers. Kindle Edition.  

 

Birthday  

Announcements  
 

 On behalf of the Central Florida SAR 
Chapter, we would like to wish the following in-
dividual a Happy and Enjoyable Birthday. 
 
Scott Cook 
Michael Danforth 
Murdoc Gould 
Lincoln Hall 
James Holton 
Grant Hughes 
Ian Kaminski 
Ed McGlynn 
Andrew Ruiz-Isasi 
Daniel Ruiz-Isasi 
Andrew Sechler 
Brian Smith 
Jerry Tillman 
John Weatherwax 

 

From the 
Chapter 
JROTC/
ROTC 

Awards 
Committee  

 

 The JROTC/
ROTC committee 
was at Lake Howell 
high school deliver-
ing two JROTC 
awards one for 2019 
and one for 2021. To date the committee has de-
livered 26 awards and that's not bad for a Covid 
year. 
 

 NOTICE 
  

If you have moved, changed phone number, or 
have a new email address, please let me know 
right away by mail or email.  It will keep your 
newsletters and magazines reaching you if they 
have changed.  
 
Gary Smith, Chapter Secretary 
478 Eagle Brook Ct., Debary, FL  32713 
trekker01@gmail.com 
 

Thank You Note  
 

 We received this thank you note from a 
member of the Fort Gatlin Society of the Chil-
dren of the American Revolution:  
 
"Dear Rev. Maynard Pittendreigh, 
 
"On behalf of the Fort Gatlin Society CAR, I 
would like to thank you for the flag dona-
tion.  We presented it to the Society and every-
one was overjoyed! 
 
"Thank you, Taylor" 

mailto:trekker01@gmail.com
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April Meeting  
 

At the April meeting, we featured the CAR. We would like to say thank you to Deborah and Scott Cook 
and Taylor Phares the president of the Fort Gatlin chapter as speakers. 
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 This is our Florida Ladies Auxiliaryõs major fund raising project for the 
2023 Congress. This project will fund our Auxiliary responsi-
bilities for the Hospitality Room, all banquet decorations, 
and other activities.  
 

 With the classic Minuteman logo, the 133 rd  Congress 
throw will make the perfect Holiday gift for your favorite 
SAR members.  
 

 The Custom Woven Throw Blankets Company created 
these made -in -the -USA (North Carolina), 50óx60ó, 100% cotton, custom throws 
with fringe all the way around and prewashed for softness.  Your throw 
can be ordered now. The cost is $70.00 for the Throw plus shipping if you 
would like it sent to you.  
 
 Send orders to:  Laura Zavalia, Treasurer LAFLSSAR, 1648 Jupiter 
Cove Drive, #411, Jupiter, FL 33469. Make checks out to  LAFLSSAR  for $70.00 
to reserve one and pick it up at the April BOM.  Add $15.00 if you want it 
sent to you at an address in Florida or $20.00 for addresses outside of Florida 
for each Throw ordered (order two sent to the same address for the same 
shipping cost).  Please make the Notation:   2023 Congress on your check.  


