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Chartered on  
May 8, 1961 

The Minuteman 

Upcoming 
Events 

 
December 2, & 3 - Parade in St. 
Augustine, Florida. 
 
December 17th- Wreaths across 
America ceremonies. (National 
event) 
 
January 27,28 and 29th - The 
Scottish highland games 
(Recruitment Opportunity). 
 
Last Naval Battle of the Ameri-
can Revolution Ceremonial, 
March 2023 in Merritt Island, 
FL  
 
Battle of Thomas Creek Cele-
bration, March 2023 in Jackson-
ville, FL. 
 
2023 Battle of Pensacola Com-
memoration and Galdez Day 
Celebration on May 8, 2023 in 
Pensacola, FL. 
 
2023 National NSSAR Congress  
July 15, 2023, Rosen Plaza in 
Orlando, FL. 

From the Chapter  
President 

 
Happy Holidays Compatriots! 
 
 I hope this message finds you well 
and ready for the following upcoming year
-end events: 
 
* Sat, December 3rd: The Colonial Night 
Watch Parade in downtown St. Augustine 
begins at 7pm.  
* Weds, December 14th: Join us at 6pm 
for our last SAR meeting of the year. We 
are excited to welcome our special guest, 
Florida Society President Earl “Matt” 
Mathews, to our chapter meeting.  
* Sat, December 17th: We will be celebrat-
ing National Wreaths Across America Day 
at 12PM at both the Palm & Pineywood 
cemeteries in Winter Park. Come help us 
remember and honor our American heroes 
by laying a wreath and saying a few words 
of gratitude. 
 
 As 2022 comes to a close and we 
prepare to usher in the new year, let us 
take a moment to reflect on our commit-
ments and the accomplishments we’ve 
achieved together for our chapter, while 
looking ahead to Orlando hosting the Na-
tional Congress in July, 2023 and further 
beyond to our nation’s 250th Anniversary 
in 2026. 
 
For These We Strive, 

Philip Markoe 
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Genealogist and Registrar 
Report  

By Harry Rinker 
 
 Regular, junior, and memorial applica-
tions request continue to arrive on a regular ba-
sis.  I attended the DAR Fall Conference on Sep-
tember 23 and 24. I secured six leads from DAR 
members wishing to have sons and/or grandsons 
join the SAR and three leads from males wishing 
to join the SAR who were attending with their 
wives.  Thus far, I have closed only one applic-
tion 
 
 The following new members joined the 
Central Florida Chapter since my last report 
 
Frederic Gaines IV    Regular  224049 
James Lowe     Regular 224287 
Austin Primiano    Regular 224099 
Ian Rinker     Junior 224049 
John Rose     Regular 224285 
Michael Rose     Junior 224286 
Jack Viele     Junior 224349 
Mason Viele     Junior 224348 
Matthew Viele     Regular 22414347 
 
 
 Since January, the Central Florida Chap-
ter has gained 450 new members.  Currently, 
there are 17 applications at the National head-
quarters in Louisville awaiting review.  Another 
three applications are out for signing before be-
ing forwarded to the FLSSAR genealogist.  
Many of these applications will not clear until 
early 2023. 
 
 Ian Rinker is my grandson, a gentle re-
minder to  Central Florida Chapter members who 
have son, grandsons, brothers and their male 
heirs, and uncles how easy it is for these individ-
uals to become SAR members. 
 
 “New” applications take priority over 
supplemental applications.  Individuals wish to 
submit supplemental applications must have all 
their research completed before approaching me 

to do the online version of the supplemental appli-
cation. 
 
 The FLSSAR still has not adopted a policy 
that all future applications must be done online, 
albeit the decision is getting closer.  National now 
requires chapter registrar to review and sign off on 
all supplemental applications rather than allow 
members to submit them on their own.  Supple-
ment applications that are not accompanied by a 
chapter registrar checklist will not be approved 
and sent back to the applicant. 
 

2023 Congress Hotel  
Reservation Information 

 

Good afternoon.  You can now register for the ho-
tel at this time.  I will give you both the web link 
and the phone number for the hotel reservations.   
 
Our group is NSSAR2023 
 
The general schedule of events is as follows: 
 
14 Jul 2023: Friday: EXCOM/SARF 
15 Jul 2023: Saturday: Long tour (Kennedy Space 
Center Tour)/ Host Reception 
16 Jul 2023: Sunday: CG Breakfast, Trustee Meet-
ing, Memorial Service (site TBD), Committee 
Meetings, Rumbaugh Orations Finals 
17 Jul 2023: Monday: CoSP Breakfast, Opening 
Session, Youth Luncheon, Afternoon Session, 
Minuteman and Awards Night 
18 Jul 2023: Tuesday: District Breakfasts, Morn-
ing Session, GWEF/VPGs Luncheon, Balloting, 
PGs Banquet 
19 Jul 2023: Wednesday: Donor Recognition 
Breakfast, Final Session, Short Tour (TBD), In-
stallation Banquet 
20 Jul 2023: Thursday: EXCOM/SARF 
 
So that should help you plan your arrival and de-
parture for the week.   
 
Here is the url for the on line registration: 
 
https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/
bookingRedirect.ashx?
proper-

https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023&arrivalDate=07-12-2023&departureDate=07-21-2023
https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023&arrivalDate=07-12-2023&departureDate=07-21-2023
https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023&arrivalDate=07-12-2023&departureDate=07-21-2023
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tyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023
&arrivalDate=07-12-
2023&departureDate=07-21-2023 
 
The Rosen Plaza toll free number is 1-800-
627-8258.   
 
If you use the on line site, please remember that 
the default date is 12 July since that is when 
our block is set up for the advance party peo-
ple.  You need to click on the little calendar 
next to the date 12 July and you can change 
your arrival date as necessary.  It will also al-
low you to adjust the departure date if you need 
to by clicking on that calendar in the departure 
section. 
 
This hotel has limited King Beds.  So, if you 
want one please annotate that request in the 
"Additional Notes and Preferences" box when 
you input your contact information and credit 
card data.   
 
Please read this paragraph for information on 
hotel policies for guaranteeing rooms and the 
cancellation policy. 
 
Guarantee Policy 
All reservations are required to be guaran-
teed with a valid credit card . Please be ad-
vised that five days prior to your arrival, an 
authorization equivalent to a one night’s 
room and tax charge will be processed on 
your card. Authorizations on a debit card 
will place a hold on funds within your bank 
account at the time of authorization.  
Cancel Policy 
Cancellation required at least 5 days prior to 
arrival to avoid a charge of one night's room 
and tax  
As a reminder, the reservations cut-off date 
is Monday, June 12, 2023, or until the con-
tracted room block is sold out, whichever 
comes first. At 5:00PM on the cut-off date, 
any rooms remaining in your block will be 
released back to the hotel for general 
sale.  At that point, any new bookings will be 
accepted based on hotel availability. 
 
If you have any questions please contact me at 
704-756-0363 or LTCMRSC@aol.com 

 

 
Thanks and I look forward to a great Congress in 
Orlando. 
 
Paul 
 

Chapter Dues Notice 
 

If you will be so kind to write and mail your check 
today, you will save your officers the time, trouble, 
and cost of mailing second notices or calling you to 
make sure you aren't dropped by National for not 
remitting by December 5, 2022. The national, state 
and chapter dues are shown below. Life members 
only pay for state and local chapter. Please make 
checks out to the Central Florida Chapter SAR 
and mail to the below address.  

 

 
If you have any questions, please email Don at 
grazingbuffalo94@gmail.com . 
 

Membership Input Requested 
 

 In addition to the monthly meetings planned 
on the second Wednesday evening of each month at 
the Winter Park Elks Club, are there any activities 
that you as a member would like to see the chapter 
plan for the upcoming.  If so, please let the officers 
of the chapter know by contacting Phil Markoe at 
markoevikingsfan@aol.com or via phone call at 407
-350-8143. 
 
 If there is a meeting location that you know 
of that would accept the chapter holding a monthly 
meeting at that can house between 20 to 30 mem-
bers either for lunch or dinner, the input would 
greatly be appreciated.   

https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023&arrivalDate=07-12-2023&departureDate=07-21-2023
https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023&arrivalDate=07-12-2023&departureDate=07-21-2023
https://www.phgsecure.com/IBE/bookingRedirect.ashx?propertyCode=ORLRZ&group=GRPNSSAR2023&arrivalDate=07-12-2023&departureDate=07-21-2023
mailto:LTCMRSC@aol.com
mailto:grazingbuffalo94@gmail.com
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 Since the chapter currently have members 
in Orange, Osceola, Seminole, and Volusia coun-
ties,  Distance to come to a meeting in Winter 
Park may be difficult due to the drive time, any 
members that would like to see regional meetings 
in any of these counties or would like to pursue 
starting up a new chapter in such counties, please 
let Compatriot Phil Markoe know. 
 

December Meeting 
 
 The Central Florida Chapters’ December 
meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 
14, at the Winter Park Elks Club. 
 
 Earl Frederick Matthews, the FLSSAR 
State President, will be in attendance.  Members 
of Camp #10 (Daniel Morgan) will be in uniform 
to welcome President Matthews.  He will assist in 
the formal induction of several new chapter mem-
bers. 
 Harry Rinker will be presenting a short 
overview entitled “The Winter Encampments of 
the Continental Army.”  Although Valley Forge 
has received most of the publicity concerning the 
Revolution War winter encampments, it is only 
one of seven.  In addition, Washington stationed 
units surrounding New York and other large cities 
to keep the British confined to coastal ports.  My 
talk also will touch on the concept of “winter en-
gagement” in the Eighteen Century. 
 
 Doors open at 6:00 PM.  Because of the 
cancelation of the November meeting, it was de-
cided a traditional Thanksgiving/Christmas turkey 
dinner will be offered.  Cost is $25.00 per person.  
Make your reservation by emailing Phil Markoe 
at markoevikingsfan@aol.com or calling him at 
(407) 350-8143. Wives, children, and all family 
members are welcome. 
 

Wreaths Across America 
 

Join members of the Daniel Morgan Color Guard 
Camp #10 (Daniel Morgan)  as wreaths are place 
on the graves of veterans at Palm Cemetery and 
Pinewood Cemetery in Winter Park.  Our color 
guard will be split between the two venues. The 

ceremony begins at Noon.  Again, this is a won-
derful “family” activity.  I look forward to seeing 
some of you there. 

 
Chaplain’s Corner 

y Michael J Meyer 
 

 Let’s follow Charles Dicken’s Ghost of 
Christmas past and visit the Colonies during the 
Revolution. I thought it might be interesting to see 
how our ancestors may have celebrated or not cel-
ebrated, as the case may be. 
 
 New England – where all the commotion 
with England started. The Puritans taught that 
Christmas was a pagan holiday that celebrated the 
Roman god Saturn in Saturnalia or the Norse 
gods in the Yule. Before the mid-1700s, 
Christmas was even outlawed and one would 
have to pay heavy fines or go to jail if they 
were caught celebrating. With such a negative 
weight placed upon Christmas, non-Puritans in 
colonial New England made no attempt to cele-
brate the day. Many spent the day quietly at home.  
In the later part of the 1700s, groups of roving 
performers would put on “bawdy skits” at wealthy 
people’s homes and demand payment afterwards. 
This led to the tradition of Caroling. A much tam-
er event today. Christmas poems and music start-
ed to make the rounds by the time of the war. 
However, the Puritans still tried to put a damper 
on all the merriment by giving revelers citations 
for disturbing the peace. It wasn’t until 1856 that 
Christmas became a public holiday in Massachu-
setts, the stronghold of anti-Christmas sentiment.  
 
 The Middle Colonies – Due to William 
Penn’s inclusive policies, there was an integration 
of religions and cultures not seen elsewhere in the 
colonies. Swedes, Germans, French, Huguenots, 
Welsh, and Moravians were some of the various 
cultures that settled here. The Swedes brought 
over their pre-Christmas Festival of St. Lucia. 
The Germans brought pretzels (which symbol-
ized praying hands). The Welsh brought Noson 
Gyflaith (Toffee Evening) which involved the 
family staying up and making toffee. Add some 
peanuts and you have “peanut brittle”. The 

mailto:markoevikingsfan@aol.com
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French gave us the Christmas feast (le reveil-
lon). In French this means “to awaken”, mark-
ing the beginning of the celebration of the holi-
day in the home.  
 
 A French tradition, I came across but am 
unfamiliar with, is hanging apples and commun-
ion wafers from an advent wreath. The apples to 
symbolize the fall of man and the wafers sym-
bolize man’s salvation.  
 
 The Moravians, last on our list, founded 
the town of Bethlehem, PA and brought with 
them their creches & creche traditions or other-
wise known as Nativity Scenes.  
  
 Benjamin Franklin has some favorable 
things to say about Christmas, which can be 
found in his “Poor Richard’s Almanac”  
 
 Just like New England, the middle colo-
nies had their nay-sayers too. The Quakers, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists 
were slow to take to celebrating Christmas. Of 
course, they eventually came around as many of 
their congregants left them to go to other con-
gregations that did celebrate the holiday.  
 
 
 The Southern Colonies – In discussing 
Christmas celebrations in the Southern Colonies 
(Virginia southward) one must consider location 
as well as religious affiliation. The coast was 
primarily settled by Anglicans, and they enjoyed 
much celebration and merriment. First came 
church, then dinner followed by dancing and of 
course drinking. The party would begin Decem-
ber 25 and end on January 6th, Epiphany. 
The interior, settled mostly by Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians and Baptists, was an entirely dif-
ferent story but similar to what we have already 
discussed for the New England colonies. How-
ever, they did seem to enjoy a good hymn as a 
more subdued form of celebration.  
 
 Philip Fithian, a Presbyterian missionary 
working among the Virginia Scotch-Irish in 
1775, remarked in his journal: 
 

The Evening I spent at Mr. Guy's--I sung for an 
Hour, at the good Peoples Desire, Mr. Watt's ad-
mirable Hymns--I myself was entertain'd; I felt 
myself improv'd; so much Love to Jesus is set 
forth--So much divine Exercise. 
 
 Fithian sang the hymns of Isaac Watts 
(1674-1748), an English Congregationalist minis-
ter and theologian. Watts's hymns, and his hymn 
book, were a favorite of many Virginians includ-
ing the slaves. Watts's most famous hymn, written 
in 1719, is "Joy to the World," a beloved Christ-
mas carol to this day. However, the tune usually 
used today is from an 1848 edition by Lowell Ma-
son for The National Psalmist. 
 
 The emphasis on Christmas as a magical 
time for children came about in the nineteenth 
century. We must particularly thank the Dutch 
and Germans for moving the focus of Christmas 
celebrations to the home and within the family. 
The Christmas tree, introduced by the Germans, 
also came later. My research led me to the won-
derful Colonial Williamsburg Historic Area that 
goes to great lengths each Christmas to decorate 
and celebrate this holiday. Unfortunately, what 
they are displaying is an inaccurate re-creation of 
eighteenth-century customs, traditions, and deco-
rations.  
 
 Well, there you have it, a brief run down 
of Christmas in the Colonies of the 1770s and 
1780s.  Merry Christmas to all. 
 
 

Children of the American 
Revolution Announcement 

 

The Fort Gatlin Society C.A.R. is holding their 
annual Silent Auction Fundraiser at the Orlando 
Chapter DAR Holiday Luncheon, Saturday, De-
cember 10, 2022, at 11:30 a.m. 
 
We have 8 items in the auction and thought that 
SAR members might possibly be interested in 2 
of them.   
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 They are:  A 20 1/2" x 26 1/2" framed por-
trait of George Washington. This portrait used to 
hang in Oviedo High School. When the school was 
renovated they got rid of the picture. It ended up 
with me as an item to sell for Fort Gatlin.  This por-
trait is newly framed in a beautiful bronze 
frame.  The value of this item is $100-150. 
 
 The second item is a beautifully framed copy 

of the Constitution and Bill of Rights.  It is 33" 
x 38".  The value is $300. 
 
 If you or any of your members would 
like to make a bid on either of these items, they 
can let me know by December 9th.  They can 
email me at: debbiecDAR@gmail.com I will 
add their bid to the auction sheet for the item(s) 
they are interested in. 
 

Longwood Arts Festival 
 
On November 19th, Compatriots Phil Markoe 
and Harry Rinker appeared in Colonial Attire 
at the Longwood Arts Festival.  Herein is a pic-
ture o them. 

mailto:debbiecDAR@gmail.com
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2022 Veterans Day Parade - Orlando, Florida 
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2022 Veterans Day Parade - Orlando, Florida 
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