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The Minuteman 

April 9, 2022 
Patriots Dinner 

Meeting 
 
This month the meeting will be 
on a Saturday evening starting at 
5:00 PM with dinner served 
around 5:30 PM. 
 
This meeting will be held at the 
Winter Park Elks Lodge located at 
4755 Howell Branch Rd, Winter 
Park, FL 32792 
 

Speaker - Jeff Sizemore will be our 

speaker & his presentation is titled 

“Francis Marion - Swamp Fox of 

the American Revolution 

 

Menu Choice - Chicken Marcelo or 

Salmon Picetto with salad, rolls, 

chocolate cake. 

 

Cost - $25.00 (Payable either by 

check, cash or card via using 

Square) 

 

Please let us know if you are to 

attend this meeting by contacting 

Compatriot Jeff Sizemore via email 

at swaampfoxeditor@yahoo.com 

by April 5th. Your participation is 

greatly appreciated.  

From the Chapter  
President 

 

Compatriots, 
 
The month of April is here and that means 
that our Annual Patriots Day dinner meet-
ing is right around the corner!  
 
This year our Chapter Meeting and dinner 
will be held on Saturday, April 9th starting 
at 5:00pm at the Elks Lodge Winter Park, 
located at 4755 Howell Branch Road, 
Winter Park. Meet and greet from 5:00 to 
5:30pm. Meeting begins at 5:30pm, with a 
plated dinner. Please RSVP to Jeff 
Sizemore by April 5th with your menu se-
lection. An Admission Fee of $25 per per-
son will be charged at the door. Everyone 
will also receive a ticket for a chance to 
win a door prize! We welcome your family 
members and guests. 
 
Scott Cook and I represented our Central 
Florida Chapter at the 245th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Thomas Creek on Sat, 
March 26th in Jacksonville. It was a very 
well attended SAR/DAR/CAR National 
event, complete with a choral group, multi-
state Color Guard, musket fire and annual 
guest speaker Dr. Roger Smith, author of 
the book, The Fourteenth Colony. I highly 
encourage you to consider attending this 
worthwhile event next year. 
 
April 19th marks the 247th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Lexington and Concord 
fought in 1775. The battle raged over 16 
miles along the Bay Road, from Boston to 
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Concord, MA, involving 1,700 British soldiers 
and over 4,000 American militia (Minutemen). 
This event would make the war between Great 
Britain and the Thirteen Colonies official. 
 

For These We Strive, 

Philip Markoe 
 

Upcoming Events 
    

FLSSAR BOM/Annual Meeting , May 13-14, 
2022 at the Embassy Suites near SR535 & 
US192, Kissimmee, FL. 
 
2022 National NSSAR Congress  
July 2022, Hyatt Regency in Savannah, GA. 
 

Registrar Update 
 

 Harry L. Rinker, currently serving as co-
genealogist and co-registrar for his primary Cen-
tral Florida Chapter, FLSSAR, also is the Gene-
alogist and Registrar for his associate West 
Michigan Chapter, MISSAR.  He recently com-
pleted a seven-week training session for Michi-
gan state genealogists and registrars conducted 
by MISSAR State Genealogist Dennis Van 
Wormer.  He also attends a monthly Zoom ses-
sion Van Wormer conducts for all Michigan ge-
nealogists and registrars.  Harry will apply the 
skill set learned via this intense training course to 
preparing new member and supplement SAR ap-
plications for his Central Florida Chapter. 
 
 There currently are six Central Florida 
Chapter new member applications awaiting re-
view in Louisville -- Robert Jonathan Davis 
(recorded 12/9/21), Cole Ryan Harper (recorded 
2/11/22), Steven Douglas Harper (recorded 
2/11/22), Charles Thomas Keen III (recorded 
2/11/22), Charles Thomas Keen IV (recorded 
2/11/22), and Daniel Oowen McLeod (recorded 
1/10/22).  In addition, there are two supplements 
awaiting review -- Frederic Frelinghusen Gaines 
(record 2/11/22) and Richard Hoffman (recorded 
7/1/21). 
 

 Harry L. Rinker received genealogy ap-
proval for his supplement for Patriot Tobias Setzer 
on 2/17/22. 
 
 NSSAR recommends that a chapter use a 
goal of 10% of its existing membership to serve an 
its annual "new member" goal.  Members are en-
couraged to contact Harry Rinker at harrylrink-
er@aol.com or (484) 695-5628 and share any con-
tacts they may have with individuals interested in 
joining the SAR. 
 
 Although SAR new typed paper applica-
tions still are permitted by the FLSSAR, many 
states, including Michigan, are moving to the ex-
clusive preparation of applications online.  Harry 
is applying his Michigan online and documenta-
tion standards to his Central Florida Chapter appli-
cations.  Michigan has one of the lowest 
"pending" (deny applications) rates in the na-
tion.  Florida has a much worse record.   Harry is 
determined not have any applications from the 
Central Florida Chapter pended. 
 
 

Monthly Birthday 
 

 On behalf of the Central Florida SAR 
Chapter, we would like to wish the following indi-
vidual a Happy and Enjoyable Birthday. 
 
David S. Emsley 
Lee B. Evans 
Burt Fairchild 
Randy Gastfield 
Don Green 
Carl F. Holden 
Noah Kaminski 
Jeremy Kearns 
James Kaminski 
Cecil Thompson 
Jerry M. Triggs 
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 Chaplain’s Corner 
By Michael J. Meyer 

 
Although not celebrated or commemorated as 
an official holiday, April 19, 1775, is the day 
“The Shot Heard ‘round the World” occurred. 
This marks the beginning of the American Rev-
olution. I am talking about the battles at Lex-
ington and Concord, MA. Although I could 
recount the historical facts of this day I will in-
stead focus on the religious aspect that led up to 
this encounter. 
 
It could be argued that it all started when an 
Anglican Rector, Jacob Duché, preached a ser-
mon titled, “The American Vine” in Christ 
Church, Philadelphia, PA. He based his sermon 
on Psalm 80:14. Return, we beseech thee, O 
God of Hosts! Look down from Heaven, and 
behold and visit this vine! KJV 
 
The following are a few excerpts from his ser-
mon: 
 
“...Not only the course of all public transac-
tions, the rise and fall of empires and kingdoms 
appear to be directed by His omnipotent hand; 
but his providence is known to extent to the 
concerns of individuals, to things of the minut-
est nature, so that, according to the language of 
inspiration, not a sparrow falls to the ground 
without his knowledge, and the very hairs of 
our heads are numbered. …. 
 
Happy, however, for mankind, this is not the 
case. An all-wise and all-powerful Being sits at 
the helm. He presides, unseen, in the councils 
of princes. . . .. 
 
Great and astonishing have been the blessings 
of Providence, by which these American colo-
nies have been distinguished from their very 
first settlements to the present period. . . . 
 
Here then our present calamities commence. 
Our morning joys are past – and a night of 
heaviness succeeds – The hedges of liberty, by 
which we hoped our vineyard was secured, are 
broken down, and they that pass by the way, are 

seeking to pluck our grapes. …. 
 
Go on, ye chosen band of Christian Patriots! Tes-
tify to the world, by your example as well as your 
counsels, that ye are equally the foes of vice and 
slavery. …. 
 
Let the magistrates take the alarm. Let them bold-
ly rebuke vice. Let them punish immorality and 
profanes without respect to rank or fortune. Let 
them become ministers of the Gospel as well as 
ministers of justice. Let them inculcate the 
knowledge and practice of true religion and vir-
tue, as far as their influence and authority ex-
tends. …. 
 
In a word, if we would wish the God of Hosts to 
return, to look down from Heaven and behold and 
visit our American vine, we must be prepared to 
meet him by such heavenly tempers and disposi-
tions, as alone can testify our vital union and 
communion with him. . . .” 
 
Administration of Justice Act which declared im-
partial justice in the province of Massachusetts 
Bay. The colonists in Massachusetts were largely 
affected by these acts and they proved that the col-
onies needed a remedy to their situation with the 
British. This led to the First Continental Congress 
which met in Philadelphia on September 5, 
1774.https://people.smu.edu/
religionandfoundingusa/jacob-duches-american-
vine/1775-a-year-of-turmoil/ 
 
His sermon may have served as a catalyst stoking 
the fires of rebellion. Many heard his sermon and 
believed his message conveyed the idea that God 
was on the side of the colonists and that their 
quest for liberty was a righteous cause. 
 
So, when the lanterns shone out of the steeple of 
the Old North Church in Boston (signaling that 
the English army was on their way to confiscate 
the supply of ammunition and arms being stored 
at Concord). They lit a fire that the world is still 
reeling from to this day. 
 
Jacob Duché was also present at the First Conti-
nental Congress and gave the opening address and 

 

https://people.smu.edu/religionandfoundingusa/jacob-duches-american-vine/jacob-duche/
https://people.smu.edu/religionandfoundingusa/jacob-duches-american-vine/jacob-duche/
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prayer. I hope the irony does not escape you that in 
a world where people had fled the tyrannical reach 
of the Anglican Church, here was one of its leaders 
offering prayer on our behalf. 
 
Samuel Adams requested that Jacob Duché be at the 
First Congress meeting. He even made a motion for 
him to be there. In defending his motion to Con-
gress, he said, in part, “hear a Prayer from a Gentle-
man of Piety and Virtue, who was at the same Time 
a Friend to this Country, . . . might he be desired, to 
read Prayers to the Congress”. 
 
There was opposition. John Jay of New York and 
John Rutledge of South Carolina opposed it be-
cause, “we were so divided in religious Sentiments, 
some Episcopalians, some Quakers, some Aanabap-
tists, some Presbyterians and some Congregational-
ists, so that We could not join in the same Act of 
Worship.” 
 
In the end, Adams won and the motion was passed 
to have Jacob Duché as the first congressional 
chaplain. Even though Samuel Adams was no fan of 
the Anglican church he had a strategic motive. Hav-
ing an Anglican rector deliver the prayer would 
hopefully encourage more Anglicans to support the 
cause and demonstrate to the 
British that support for the rebel position was more 
widespread than they thought. He made sure that 
his friend, Joseph Warren, in Boston publicized the 
address there. So, all would know that not all Angli-
cans were on the side of the British. 
 
Duché delivered a fiery prayer to open Congress, 
starting with the 35th Psalm and, to the surprise of 
many, adding extemporaneous remarks. The reac-
tion was outstanding. John Adams observed that 
“the service stirred warm patriotic feeling in those 
present,” and that it generally “had an excellent ef-
fect upon everybody here”[4] Silas Deane went fur-
ther, stating that Duché “prayed with such fervency, 
purity, and sublimity of style and sentiment . . . that 
even Quakers shed tears.” [5] 
 
[4]A. G. Olree, James Madison and the Legislative 
Chaplains, Northwestern University Law Review, 
102(1), 158. 
[5]Clarke Garrett, “The Spiritual Odyssey of Jacob 

Duché,” Proceedings of the American Philo-
sophical Society, Vol. 119, No. 2 (April 
16, 1975), 147. 
May the fires of Liberty continue to burn 
through the hearts of all who desire it, may we 
continue to trust God and put our faith in Him 
during these times of trial. Amen. 
 

FLSDAR Spring  
Conference 

 
Pictured below are some of the pictures from 
several of our chapter members serving as color 
guard at the FLSDAR Spring Conference that 
was held last month.  They also assisted at the 
recruitment table. 

https://people.smu.edu/religionandfoundingusa/jacob-duches-american-vine/jacob-duche/
https://people.smu.edu/religionandfoundingusa/jacob-duches-american-vine/jacob-duche/
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By Don Lanman President Palm Beach  
Chapter SAR 

 
Before the remaining U.S. Marines depart-
ed the United States embassy in Saigon in 
April 1975, on March 29, 1973, the last 
American combat troops withdrew from 
Vietnam.  
 
It’s a day designated by Congress as a Na-
tional Day of Honor where the flag is dis-
played in recognition of all who participat-
ed in the hotly debated conflict. 
What began as an initial commitment of 
military advisors sent by President Eisen-
hower to South Vietnam escalated in the 
ensuing decade to a force that at its peak, 
in 1969, under the Johnson Administra-
tion, reached more than 543,000 American 
service members. 
 
From 1964 to 1975, an estimated 2.7 mil-
lion American personnel were committed 
to stopping North Vietnamese aggression 
into South Vietnam, and with it, containing 
the spread of communism in Southeast 
Asia. A staggering toll and a complicated 
legacy were left behind.  
 
58,000 American service members were 
killed in action, with an estimated 300,000 
wounded. The North Vietnamese and Vi-
etcong suffered casualties as high as 
851,000, yet far more Vietnamese civilians 
died in the crossfire and collateral damage. 
Service members who survived their de-
ployment to Vietnam returned home to an 

ungrateful welcome. It was devoid of the fanfare and 
appreciation that was showered upon returning GIs 
from Europe and the Pacific in World War II.  
 
Who these brave men and women were before going 
to Vietnam was not the same as who they became, 
and who they are today. Welcome Home Brothers 
and Sisters in Arms, and thank you for your selfless 
service! 
 

Last Naval Battle of the 
American Revolution 

Ceremony in Merritt Island 
 
On March 12, 2022, several members of the Central 
Florida SAR chapter participated as color guard and 
were in attendance that the Last Naval Battle of the 
American Revolution Ceremony that is held each 
year at the Veterans Center in Merritt Island, Florida.  
This event is organized by the Brevard SAR Chapter 
with various members of the FLSSAR in attendance. 
Herein are some pictures from this event. 
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