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The Minuteman 

January Meeting 
 
Due to the current situations 
with COVID-19, a decision was 
made by the chapter officers to 
the in-person meeting for this 
month. 
 

February Meeting 
 
Due to the current situations 
with COVID-19, a decision was 
made by the chapter officers to 
the in-person meeting for this 
month. 
 

March Meetings 
 
At this time, the chapter is plan-
ning an in-person meeting for 
March upon which Harry Rinker  
is scheduled to be our speaker.   
His topic will be on Bicentenni-
al Stamps that depicted the lead-
ers and events of the American 
Revolution.   
 

State Events 
 

FLSSAR Spring  Board of Man-
agement/Annual Meeting: 4/30 
to 5/2/2021 Embassy Suites Or-
lando - Lake Buena Vista South 
(4955 Kyngs Heath Road Kis-
simmee, Florida, 34746)   

National Events 

   
Last Naval Battle Merritt Island, FL 13 
Mar 2021 
 
2021 Spring Leadership Meeting 
March 3-7, 2021 Louisville, KY 
 
131st Annual Congress 
July 7 - 14, 2021 Renton, Washington 
 
2021 Fall Leadership 
September 23-25,  2021 Louisville KY 
 

From the Chapter  
President 

 
 This has been a difficult year for 
many of us.  The good news is that we 
have not one but several vaccines in the 
works.  As I write this, those on the front 
lines and who are at greatest risk are being 
given the first of two rounds of shots.  As I 
look forward to receiving a vaccine, I keep 
thinking of the words of Hamilton (the 
play, not the patriot), who sang, "I'm not 
going to throw away my shot."  I will take 
it and be grateful to those who prepared it. 
 
 But the end of this pandemic has 
not yet arrived.  The cases are rising dur-
ing January and, we are told, February will 
also be a tough month.  
 
 With that in mind, we will not have 
a January meeting.  I suspect we will not 
have a February one either, but at this time 
I am going to be open to the possibility of 
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improvement. 
 
 We still have the church location availa-
ble to us, but the day is coming when we will 
return to a restaurant venue, or perhaps even 
back to the Mayflower.  
 
 On a personal note about the church's 
availability - I am now the pastor of College 
Park Presbyterian Church.  Their pastor, Ryan 
Gaffney, has taken a position at a church in Aus-
tin, Texas, and while the congregation searches 
for a new pastor, I have agreed to serve for up to 
12 months as their Interim Pastor. In other 
words, I'm pretty sure the Central Florida Chap-
ter will continue to be welcome at the College 
Park church. 
 
 Let me also share another bit of 
news.  We have had a presence on Facebook.  It 
was a private group, which is often a good 
idea.  The problem is that being private means 
we cannot use that Facebook page to promote 
our chapter.  For that reason, we now have a new 
page on Facebook.  If you are a Facebook user, 
look for us 
at @CentralFloridaSonsOfTheAmericanRevoluti
on. 

 

Chapter Prayer for 2021 
 

Almighty and Everlasting God, 
who sees every day, event, and age, 

we ask your mercy and abundant grace. 
 

We know that all earthly kingdoms 
Are but a whisper compared to 

The sweep of your rein in the cosmos. 
 

Those of us who inhabit this land, 
“We the People of the United States,” 

Call on you in this time of division and trials. 
 

Safeguard our commitment 
“To form a more perfect union,” 

and protect each citizen in this hour. 
 

Grant that we will draw together 
in an effort to “establish justice,” 

and “insure domestic Tranquility.” 
 

Form us together that we may, 
“Promote the general Welfare,” 
and live as beloved community. 

 
God, who is good and our delight 

make us agents of “the blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our posterity.” 

 
Good Lord, be with us. Amen. 

 

Birthday  

Announcements 
 

 On behalf of the Central Florida SAR 
Chapter, we would like to wish the following indi-
vidual a Happy and Enjoyable Birthday:  
 
Charles L. Buckles 
Paul R. Hughes, Jr. 
Richard R. Lane 
Maynard Pittendreigh 
Matthew R. Pries 
Dan Stebbins 
W. Hudgins Warlick 
Raleigh Worsham 
 
 

Wreath Across America 
  
Herein are some pictures of chapter members par-
ticipating in the Wreaths Across America event in 
December. 
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George and Stella  
Knight Essay Contest 

 
 The essay contest should not be harmed 
by the pandemic.  I have been very pleased with 
the number of contacts I have had from interested 
students.  I put each of them in contact with their 
closest chapter in hopes they will follow through 
with an entry.  I’m also hoping if that chapter had 
not run a contest that they will since they have at 
least one entrant.  Keep in mind this doesn’t have 
to be a “school” project.  Also be mindful of the 
new scholarship limits from the Endowment Trust 
Fund of 75% reimbursement to the limits of 
$100/50/25.  And the medal is 100% reimbursed.  
There is also reimbursement if you invite the win-
ner to a meal. 
 Students must submit an original 800 to 
1,200 word essay based on an event, person, phi-
losophy or ideal associated with the American 
Revolution, Declaration of Independence, or the 
framing of the United States Constitution. Each 
student’s essay will be judged based up-
on its historical accuracy, clarity, organization, 
grammar, spelling and documentation.   
 Please contact me if you have any ques-
tions. FLSSAR Prizes:  Medal, $1,000/500/250 
See SAR.ORG for complete details. Chapter Es-
say winner submission deadline March 20, 2021 

Joseph Rumbaugh Oration  
Competition 

 
 This year we plan to have live competition at 
the spring BOM.  Chapters can choose their own 
methods.  We can do it by videos by taking videos of 
the contestants.  At the FLSSAR level, last year was 
a real scramble.  First there was no winter BOM to 
hold the state competition so a new date and location 
had to be established.  Then everything closed down 
the week before the scheduled competition.  Then 
national changed to video entries.  This year national 
is making it a kind of hybrid, both because of the 
pandemic and to save state societies some money in 
sending entrants to the national congress.  States are 
to video their winners then national will chose 6 to 
go to the congress and compete in person. 
 Each student’s five-to-six-minute speech 
will be judged based upon its composition, delivery, 
significance, and historical accuracy and rele-
vance.  A video of the state competition will be made 
and the winner’s video submitted to the national 
competition. 
 The National First Place Winner receives 
$6,000; 2nd Place receives $4,000; and 3rd Place 
receives $2,000. Each also receives a medal. All oth-
er finalists (4th through 6th Place) are awarded $500.  
The national committee will select 6 state winners to 
compete in person at the National Congress. 
 Please contact me if you have any questions. 
FLSSAR Prizes:  Medal, $1,000/500/250  See 
SAR.ORG for complete details. Chapter Oration 
winner texts deadline April 21, 2021    
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Take Notice: 242nd Anniversary of the Battle of Kettle Creek  
    Revolutionary Days 

 A National Society SAR Historic Sites & Celebrations Event Sponsored  by the Georgia Society Sons of the 
American Revolution www.GaSocietySAR.org 
   
Friday - February 12th, 2021 - VIRTUAL – Georgia Event 
Elijah Clark State Park – 2959 McCormick Highway, Lincolnton, GA   30817 
1:30 PM – Virtual Ceremony on ZOOM - Heroes of the Hornets’ Nest Wreath Ceremony 
Many of the events that happen as part of the commemoration will be done via video and inserted into the Vir-
tual Zoom event to attempt to make the commemoration as realistic as possible.  A virtual wreath ceremony 
will be part of the ceremony.  This is separate from the Saturday wreath registration. 
Wreath registration is to be made with das1842@icloud.com by February 7th at 6:00 PM with your details 
For Zoom link contact RickReese68@att.net prior to February 7, 2021 with your details. 
 
February 13, 2021 - 10:00 AM – VIRTUAL CEREMONY on ZOOM 
Commemoration of the Battle of Kettle Creek Many of the events that happen as part of the commemoration 
will be done via video and inserted into the Virtual Zoom event to attempt to make the commemoration as real-
istic as possible.  A virtual wreath ceremony will be part of the ceremony. (The Parade is CANCELLED) 
Wreath registration and Zoom registration link – Due by February 10, 2021 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddYBqs-NG03gWanoW-
bZX6zXsJ091USiQK2juu9pQp2FznvA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link 
 
 
Filming Onsite - SUNDAY – January 31, 2021 COLOR GUARD and MILITIA Only – Registration Required  
(Inclement weather date is Saturday February 6, 2021) 
 
Elijah Clarke State Park 
9:00 A.M. – Elijah Clarke State Park – Registered participants are to arrive at the park. 
9:30 A.M. – Elijah Clarke State Park - The Georgia Society SAR Color Guard and Elijah Clarke Militia be 
filmed while they present colors, post colors, retrieve colors, fire three round volley, and retire colors at the 
Elijah Clarke’s grave site.  
10:15 A.M. – Elijah Clarke State Park – Depart park and go to Washington, GA 
 
Washington, Georgia 
11:00 A.M. – Location in Washington - TBD – Arrive and partake of lunch 
12:00 PM. - Wilkes County Courthouse Flag pole - The Georgia Society SAR Color Guard with the Elijah 
Clarke Militia will be filmed when they raise the 1776 Colors of the Revolutionary War on the Wilkes County 
Courthouse Flag pole along with a three round salute. 
12:15 P.M. - Wilkes County Courthouse Flag pole - The Georgia Society SAR Color Guard with the Elijah 
Clarke Militia will be filmed when they present arms and fire a three round salute as the Revolutionary War 
Colors are lowered and our Present day National Colors are raised on the Wilkes County Courthouse Flag 
pole. 
12:30 P.M. - Washington City Square - The Georgia Society SAR Color Guard and Militia will be filmed 
when they gather at the Revolutionary War monument on the Washington City square to Salute and Honor the 
Wilkes County Militia - (the Heroes of the Hornets’ Nest) and all Revolutionary War Patriots with a three 
round salute. 
1:30 P.M. – Washington, GA - War Hill – Arrive at War Hill 
2:00 P.M. – War Hill  - The Georgia Society SAR Color Guard and Elijah Clarke Militia be filmed while they 
present colors, post colors, retrieve colors, fire three round volley, and retire colors on top of War Hill.  
2:45 P.M. – War Hill - Georgia Society SAR Color Guard and Elijah Clarke Militia reenactors with black-
powder muskets will present a dramatic portrayal of the Battle of Kettle Creek at War Hill. 

http://www.GaSocietySAR.org
mailto:das1842@icloud.com
mailto:RickReese68@att.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddYBqs-NG03gWanoW-bZX6zXsJ091USiQK2juu9pQp2FznvA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddYBqs-NG03gWanoW-bZX6zXsJ091USiQK2juu9pQp2FznvA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&usp=mail_form_link
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Last Naval Battle  
Reservation  

Form 

 BREVARD COUNTY'S SONS, DAUGHTERS AND CHILDREN OF THE AMERICAN REVO-
LUTION INVITE YOUR GROUP TO MARCH WITH US AT OUR ANNUAL ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION OF THE LAST NAVAL BATTLE OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION THAT 
WAS FOUGHT OFF THE COAST OF CAPE CANAVERAL  

 
March 13, 2021 at 10:00 AM at the Veteran’s Memorial Center  

400 South Sykes Creek Parkway, Merritt Island  
Event will be held inside if it rains 

We once again expect a Color Guard of 200+ marchers along a very short parade route - ALL Color Guard 
units will   receive a FREE 18" LAST NAVAL BATTLE FLAG STREAMER. There will a "Wreath 
laying Ceremony" for any group that wishes to honor our American Heroes.  Water and chairs will be pro-
vided, but you are welcome to bring your own. Speeches will be kept short! Reservations for Color Guard/
group participation and Wreath presentations must be received by February 25, 2021.  Parade position is 
based on completion and receipt of this form. 

 
Instructions: To make your group's reservation, Save this PDF form to your computer, open from your com-
puter,        
fill out the fields, then Save and attach the file to an e-mail message.  
 

Reservation for Color Guard unit or group marching in the procession:  
Group/Unit name: _____________________________________ 
Contact Name: _________________________________________ Phone Number: ___ - ___ - ____  
E-mail: ________________________________________________ 

Number in group attending:  ____ How does the group want to be announced as? ________________________ 

 
Wreath presentation:  
If you will be laying a wreath to honor our AMERICAN HEROES please list your Group/Individual 
name presenting the wreath_________________________________________________  

 
Please send your completed form to: emailbrevard-
sar@yahoo.com 
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 This is our Florida Ladies Auxiliary’s major fund raising project for the 
2023 Congress. This project will fund our Auxiliary responsibilities for the 
Hospitality Room, all banquet decorations, and other activities.  
 

 With the classic Minuteman logo, the 133rd Congress throw will make the 
perfect Holiday gift for your favorite SAR members. 
 

 The Custom Woven Throw Blankets Company created these made-in-the
-USA (North Carolina), 50”x60”, 100% cotton, custom throws with fringe all 
the way around and prewashed for softness. 
 
 Your throw can be ordered now. The cost is $70.00 for the Throw plus 
shipping if you would like it sent to you.  

Send orders to:  Laura Zavalia, 
Treasurer LAFLSSAR, 1648 Ju-
piter Cove Drive, #411, Jupiter, 
FL 33469. Make checks out to 
LAFLSSAR for $70.00 to re-
serve one and pick it up at the 
April BOM.  Add $15.00 if you 
want it sent to you at an ad-
dress in Florida or $20.00 for 
addresses outside of Florida for 
each Throw ordered (order two 
sent to the same address for 
the same shipping cost).  Please 
make the Notation:  2023 Con-
gress on your check. 


