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Central Florida 

SAR Chapter 
 

Chartered on  

May 8, 1961 
 

Meeting Location: 

 

The Mayflower 
 

1720 Mayflower 

Court 
Winter Park, FL 

32792 

Chapter Meeting  
February 9, 2019 

  
 Our speaker will be Compat-
riot Don Green who will give a 
presentation on the early years of 
the life of Benjamin Frank-
lin.  Please join us for this informa-
tive and thought provoking presen-
tation. 
 
 This meeting will be held in 
the Duxbury Hall of the Mayflower 
Retirement Community Center.  A 
time of socializing will begin at 
11:30 PM with lunch being served 
at Noon.  The cost of the lunch is 
$18.00. 
 
 The entrée choices are: 

Meatloaf, Chicken Cordon Bleu, 

Fruit Plate, or Orange Roughly Fish.   

Note that each meal comes with an 

assortment of vegetables, starch, 

salad or soup, and a dessert.  Coffee 

and tea is also served with the meal. 

 

 Please make your reserva-

tion to attend this meeting by 

2/6/2019 by contacting Compatriot 

Larry Walker via phone at 335lar-

ry@comcast.net. Your participation 

is greatly appreciated in responding 

with your RSVP before the deadline 

date. Please plan to attend. 

  

 Calendar of Events 
 

 
3/8/2019: Last Naval Battle of the American 
Revolution - Brevard Veterans Council lo-
cated in Merritt Island, FL. 
 
3/30/2019: 242nd Anniversary of the Battle 
of Thomas Creek - Jacksonville, FL. 
 
5/10/2019 - 5/11/2019: FLSSAR Spring 
2019 Meeting – Kissimmee, FL. 
 
10/4/2019 - 10/5/2019: FLSSAR Fall 2019 
BOM Meeting – Kissimmee, FL. 
 

Ancestor Biographies 
 
 At this time, the chapter would 
like to encourage members to consider 
submitting an article about your ancestor.  
It can include information about the unit 
they served in or if you have a family 
story about them, it is also welcome.  
Your participation is greatly appreciated. 
 

Flag Award Certificate 
 

 The Flag Award Certificate, author-
ized in 1987, is presented to individuals, 
companies and government agencies that fly 
the United States flag for patriotic purposes 
only. It is not to be given to any commercial 
enterprise that obviously flies it for advertis-
ing purposes. 
 
 If you know of an individual or com-
pany whom you think the Central Florida 
SAR chapter should consider for this Flag 
Award Certificate, please inform Compatriot 
Burt Fairchild. 

The Minuteman 
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    Captain Charles Baltzel:  
An Original American  

Patriot 
By Dan Dall 

  
 American history has always held great 
fascination for me and personalizing it through 
captivating accounts drawn from family trees 
really brings that history to life.   
 
 Captain Charles Baltzel is a man I con-
sider an original American patriot and one 
who is a personal hero of mine. 
 
 Charles was born on 15 October 1737 
in Klingen, Germany. As a young man, he 
served in several campaigns of the 7 Years 
War which ended in 1763.  He and his family 
then embarked for America on the good ship 
“Chance” out of Rotterdam that same year.  
He arrived in Philadelphia on 1 November as a 
26 year old German speaking immigrant and 
settled in Frederick County Maryland.   
 
 Charles (Karl to his family) came from 
no royal lineage, had no distinctive family his-
tory and was certainly nothing special in the 
social circles of his day that I know of any-
way.  He merely personified many thousands 
of like minded adventurers who came to 
America in search of a land free from oppres-
sion and filled with possibilities, opportuni-
ties...and countless uncertainties.   
 
 What I particularly admire about 
Charles is that he came not just to enjoy the 
promise of God-given liberty that America 
offered, he came willing to accept extreme 
risk—risk of his life, his sacred honor and his 
personal fortune, meager as that “fortune” 
was, and to attain and preserve those dreams 
of personal freedom and ultimately American 
independence.  The risk incurred over Ameri-
can independence was much more extreme 
than most modern Americans could ever 
dream possible.  
 
 Reflect for just a minute on the full ex-

tent of what these original patriots were putting on 
the line as measured in human terms.  Here you 
have a fledgling backwoods country of mostly 
farmers and small merchants, whose day-to-day 
concerns revolved primarily around making a basic 
living.  They had virtually no real army or navy but 
marched in armed revolt against the earth’s most 
powerful nation.   
 
 Only about a third of America’s total popu-
lation supported this revolt but for that third, theirs 
was unquestionably an all or nothing decision af-
fecting every man, woman and child involved.  
Had the revolution failed, they and their families 
would have lost absolutely everything— their for-
tunes, their lives, and their sacred honor.  Their 
property would have been confiscated, they would 
have been hanged or imprisoned and their families’ 
outcast…or worse.  All of them would have been 
recorded in history as traitors to King and country 
while the Tories would have been held in high es-
teem as true patriots of the crown.  Simply put, he 
who wins the war writes its history. 
 
 Despite those personal risks, Charles obvi-
ously lived the courage of his convictions by taking 
up his rifle in the service of his adopted country.  
He joined the Continental Army as part of what 
was then known as the German Regiment consist-
ing of relatively new Americans of German extrac-
tion now living in Pennsylvania and Maryland.  
Joining immediately upon its activation on 12 July 
1776—8 days after the Declaration of Independ-
ence was traditionally adopted—he was awarded 
the rank of First Lieutenant and assigned to Capt 
Keeport’s company.  There were 4 companies from 
each of the two states in this German Regiment and 
all would shortly help write an important chapter of 
our American history.  
 
 On the eve of 25 December 1776, Charles’ 
unit crossed the Delaware River with General 
Washington around midnight and took part in the 
well known attack on the Hessians at Trenton, New 
Jersey.  His regiment’s mission was to attack the 
Hessian guard post on Princeton Road, then block 
that road and secure the “backdoor” of Washing-
ton’s force.  The regiment’s mission was success-
fully accomplished.  Later, as elements of a sepa-
rate Hessian force began to withdraw from Trenton 
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toward the Princeton Road, they encountered 
Charles’ regiment who successfully stopped them 
in an apple orchard just southeast of the road and 
took several hundred captive. 
 
 Charles then participated in the Battle of 
Princeton on 3 January 1777 where Washington 
out flanked the British and won the day but lost his 
good friend General Hugh Mercer.  They then 
moved into their winter encampment at Morris-
town. 
 
 Charles was promoted to Captain on 10 
May 1777 and was given command of a company 
in Lieutenant Colonel Weltner’s Regiment of the 
Continental Army—a company he would lead until 
the Regiment was disbanded. 
 
 On 10 September 1777, his company par-
ticipated in the Battle of Brandywine where the 
Americans were out numbered enabling the British 
to occupy Philadelphia.   
 
 On 4 October Washington attacked the en-
camped British at Germantown from two directions 
scoring a costly American victory.  Charles was 
wounded during that battle but returned to duty 
shortly thereafter. 
 
 On 19 December 1777, Charles led his 
company into Valley Forge where Washington’s 
army would encamp throughout the severe winter 
of 1777/1778.    
 
 They marched out of Valley Forge on 9 
June 1778 and into New Jersey where they suc-
cessfully engaged the British forces at the Battle of 
Monmouth on 28 June.  It was here that Molly 
Pitcher earned her fame by replacing her fallen 
husband on the guns. 
 
 In February 1779, the German Regiment 
was assigned to General John Sullivan and became 
part of Sullivan’s Indian Campaign against the Iro-
quois who had allied themselves with the British.  
That frontier adventure lasted until October 1779. 
 
 The period after Sullivan’s Campaign, from 
late 1779 through December 1780, was not nearly 
as exciting as the previous 3 years had been and 

I’m betting they were thankful for that unantici-
pated blessing.  During this time, Captain 
Baltzel’s company was part of a security force 
manning various outposts in New Jersey and 
New York—West Point being one of those out-
posts. 
 
 When Washington disbanded the origi-
nal German Regiment on 1 January 1781 as 
part of an overall re-organization of his Army, 
reassigning some of its soldiers to other units, 
Captain Baltzel was honorably mustered out of 
the Continental Army and returned home to 
Maryland. 
 
 Little is then known of Charles until 23 
November 1783 when he became a charter 
member of a group of former Continental Army 
officers dedicated to the preservation of Ameri-
ca’s freedom with General Washington serving 
as the organization’s President.  The group, 
known as the Society of the Cincinnati, still 
exists today with members who are descend-
ants of the original society. 
 
 In 1787, Maryland awarded Charles and 
other officers of the Revolution (4) 50 acre 
plots each in recognition for their service. Pri-
vate soldiers received (1) 50 acre plot. 
 
 Charles and his wife Barbara raised 4 
children; Samuel, Charles, Katherine and Bar-
bara. 
 
 Charles died on his farm near Woods-
borough, Maryland on 31 December 1813. 
 
 Now you never read about old Charles 
in your history books, but he is a pretty im-
portant guy in my family.  He was, like many 
others of his time, just an ordinary American 
who dreamed of being free, rose to the call and 
accomplished extraordinary things under the 
divinely inspired leadership of our Founders.   
 
 Along with the oath I took as a new 
Lieutenant, Charles’ story helps keep me fo-
cused.  Captain Baltzel was my grandfather 
(x5) on my mother's side.  A copy of his Valley 
Forge muster roll, his promotion to Captain 
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signed by John Hancock and his daily company 
log while at West Point hangs on the wall of my 
study along with the saber that belonged to his son, 
Major Charles Baltzel Jr. who fought in the War of 
1812. 
 
 Both of these admirable Americans and 
their personal property used in the service of this 
country, continually remind me of what the Spirit 
of ’76 and the warning “Don’t Tread on Me” real-
ly meant to patriots of their day—and should mean 
to Americans of our day. 
 
Note:  Read more about the German Regiment in 
Henry J. Retzer’s book:  The German Regiment of 
Maryland and Pennsylvania in the Continental Ar-
my:  1776-1781.   

  
New Member Induction 

 
 At the January chapter meeting, the Central 
Florida SAR Chapter inducted Peter Gulden as a 
new member.  We hereby welcome him into the 
Sons of the American Revolution.  On another 
note, we also would like to congratulate him and 
his family on the birth of his first child, a daughter 
that was born on January 14, 2019 
 

Chapter Knight Essay Winner 
 
 This years winner of the chapter Knight 
Essay Contest is Cassy James.  Her essay is being 
submitted to the State for consideration in the SAR 
- Florida Society Knight Essay Contest.  The win-
ner on the state level will be forwarded on to the 
National Knight Essay Contest in which the win-
ner will be announced at the NSSAR Congress that 
will be held this year in California. 
         

The Chaplain’s Message 
By W. Maynard Pittendreigh, Chaplain 

 
 We all know about the Stamp Act.  What 
many may not know is that the reactions to the 
Stamp Act can provide lessons in anger manage-
ment. Patrick Henry handled his anger in a con-
structive manner.  He outlined his grievances 

about the Act. 
 
                The town of Cambridge used their 
anger in a productive manner.  They put their 
anger into a respectful resolution against the 
Stamp Act.  On the other hand, a mob in Boston 
turned their anger into destructive power.  They 
burned the home of Thomas Hutchinson, a lead-
er of loyalists. 
 
                We often equate anger with sin, but it 
is not.  Jesus expressed righteous anger in turn-
ing over the tables of the money changers in the 
Temple.  Gandhi was angry at injustice and led 
to a better India and a better world.  Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was angry about the continued op-
pression of people due to race and his words 
and example led to a better world.  Our own pa-
triot ancestors were angry and used their anger 
in constructive ways to give birth to our nation. 
 
 The New Testament Book, Ephe-
sians, says, “Be angry, but do not let the sun set 
on your anger.”  In other words, recognize that 
anger is part of our nature, but it is up to us to 
control our anger rather than to be controlled by 
it. 
                Contemporary writer Gary Chapman 
suggested, “God intends anger to be a visitor in 
our lives, not a resident.  We cannot live in our 
hearts.”  Anger is not bad in and of itself. It is a 
simple emotion.   
 
 For us, the question becomes what to do 
with that anger in ourselves.  Do we use it to 
make our nation and world a better place, or do 
we use our anger to cause greater chaos and 
grief? 
 

Update from the Winter 
Board of Management  

Meeting 
  

 The Winter State Board of Management, 
or BOM, gathered in Orlando on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 2nd.  There were 48 in attendance, includ-
ing three from our chapter:  Richard Hoffman, 
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Maynard Pittendreigh and Gary Smith.   
  
 The state officers announced that efforts are 
being made to bring the national congress to Orlan-
do in 2023.  This year’s Congress was held in Cali-
fornia, and plans are set for holding it in Richmond 
in 2020, Washington State in 2021, Savannah, 
Georgia in 2023, and here in our own backyard in 
2023.  This would provide many of our members 
an opportunity to participate and enjoy the national 
gathering of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
  
 We were all encouraged to participate in the 
Patriot Biographies Initiative.  One of President 
General Lindsey Brock's goals during his 2014-
2015 term in office was to collect the biographies 
of the ancestors of SAR members. All of the patri-
ots to which our members trace back have rich his-
tories and stories to tell. One can find more infor-
mation by going to the SAR.org web pages. 
 
 Florida is #5 in the states in listing veteran 
recognition.  Twenty four percent of the Florida 
membership is composed of veterans and if we 
gave recognition to more of our veterans, Florida 
would be #1, a goal we were challenged to 
reach.  Along the same lines of honoring veterans, 
we were told about the high number of deceased 
veterans whose cremains continue to be un-
claimed.  We were urged to consider getting in-
volved in memorial services for these forgotten he-
roes. 
  
 The Florida Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution is moving away from the 
Winter BOM in favor of smaller, regional gather-
ings.  Until that is approved and finalized, the 
Spring BOM will continue to meet at the Embassy 
Suites Orlando – Lake Buena Vista for at least the 
next two years.  The Spring BOM is a larger event 
than the Winter BOM and involves a two-day 
event.  The next Spring BOM will be May 10 and 
11.   

March Meeting Speaker 
 

 Our speaker for our Chapter meeting 
on March 9th will be Rick Haven, owner of 
"Just Two Tailors" of Crescent City, FL.  Mr. 
Haven is a custom tailor and an expert in the 
re-creation of popular historical period cloth-
ing.  Mr. Haven's presentation will cover the 
fabrics of the period, social customs and cloth-
ing worn during the American Revolutionary 
War. 
 

Sea Cadet Bronze Good  
Citizenship Award  

Presentation 
 
 On January 26, 2019, Chapter Presi-
dent Burt Fairchild and Compatriot Phil Mar-
koe went in uniform and gave Sea Cadet 
Bronze Good Citizenship award presentation 
at the Seminole Battalion Sea Cadet pro-
gram.  This year's winner of this award was 
Cadet Petty Officer 1st Class Julian Pe-
rez.  Herein are pictures of this presentation. 
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The Central Florida SAR Chapter 
would like to wish the following 
Compatriots a Happy Birthday. They 
are as follows: 
 
FEBRUARY 
  
5  Brownell, Patricia  
17 Worsham, Raleigh 
20 Roe, Celina     
22  Stebbins, Daniel  
26 Daniel, Meredith 
26 Lane, Richard 
28 Little, John    


