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 Each year in mid-April, 
thousands of people flock to historic 
Lexington and Concord and Minute 
Man National Historical Park to cel-
ebrate Patriot's Day. Patriot's Day 
is a special Massachusetts State hol-
iday commemorating the opening 
battle of the American Revolution-
ary War, April 19, 1775.    
  
 The CFLSAR looks forward 
to seeing the largest turn-out yet of 
our members and guests who will 
help us pay homage to our ancestors 
that brought us this great freedom. 
 The luncheon meeting will 
be held in the Standish Room of the 
Mayflower Retirement Community 
Center located at 1720 Mayflower 
Court in Winter Park, Florida.  A 
time of socializing will begin at 
11:30 am with lunch being served at 
noon.  The lunch cost will be 
$35.00. 
 The entrée choices for this 
banquet dinner is either Prime Rib 
or Grilled Salmon.  Each meal will 
also come with a green salad with 
house dressing, baked potato, chef’s 
choice of vegetable and chocolate 
dessert.   
 Please make your reserva-
tion to attend this meeting by 
4/10/2018 by contacting Compatriot 
Dan Stebbins via phone at 407-830-
6946 or via e-mail at  ca-
tears@centurylink.net.  

Patriot’s Day Luncheon 
Presentation 

 

 Our meeting presenter is Central 
FL SAR Chapter member Phil Markoe.  
Phil is prepared to tell us the colorful his-
tory of his patriot ancestor Abram Mar-
koe and the legend of the Philadelphia 
Light Horse Troop.  Abram was an origi-
nal organizer of the Philadelphia Light 
Horse Troop and served during the 
American Revolution as the Troop's first 
Captain.  Phil has also written a song 
about his patriot ancestor and will use his 
song to accompany his presentation.  
Please be sure to join us for this fascinat-
ing tribute to Patriot Abram Markoe!  
 
 Additionally, we will conduct a 
raffle for a unique Revolutionary War 
tribute item that Phil has graciously do-
nated in order to generate additional 
funds in support of our Chapter's ROTC 
initiatives.  Tickets are priced at $2 each 
or three for $5.  

 
Dates to Remember! 

 
241st Anniversary of the Battle of 
Thomas Creek - April 7, 2018:  This 
event will be held in Jacksonville, Flori-
da.  More information will be announced 
once the event is more finalized. 
 
Chapter Meeting - May 12, 2018:  For 
our Awards Program we will have J. Mi-
chael Tomme, Sr., who served as Presi-
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dent General 2016-2017, National Society 
Sons of the American Revolution. 
 
FLSSAR Spring Board of Management/
Annual Meeting - May 18 thru 20, 2018: 
This event will be held at the Embassy Suites 
Orlando - Lake Buena Vista South located at 
4955 Kyngs Heath Rd, Kissimmee, FL 34746.  
Note that this meeting will be a two day meet-
ing.  
 
May 26, 2018: George Roger Clark Memorial 
Wreath Laying Ceremony in Vincennes, Indi-
ana. 
 
June 9, 2018: Battle of Ramsour Mill Cere-
mony in Lincolnton, NC. 
 

BOM Committee Meetings 
 
 At the upcoming Spring Board of Man-
agement/Annual Meeting, there will be some 
training & committee meetings that you might 
want to attend. They are as follows: (a) Ameri-
canism/Chapter Challenge Committee in 
which each chapter submits the various events 
that they have done for the year in order to be 
considered in this contest; (b) Americanism 
Poster Contest in which the State Society re-
views the posters submitted from the various 
chapters from Middle School students in their 
area; (c) Youth Protection Training; (d) Eagle 
Scout Committee; and (e) Color Guard Com-
mittee. 

 

Ancestor Biographies 
 
 At this time, the chapter would like to 
encourage members to consider submitting an 
article about your ancestor.  It can include in-
formation about the unit they served in or if 
you have a family story about them, it is also 
welcome.  Your participation is greatly appre-
ciated. 

Happy Birthday 
 
The Central Florida SAR Chapter would like to 
wish the following Compatriots a Happy Birthday. 
They are as follows: 
 
4 Davis, Beverly 
6  Kearns, Jeremy  
12 Thompson, Cecil 
12 Wilson, Gladys   
13 Little, Caroline 
15 Green, Don 
21 May, Paul 
22 Ristig, James 
22 Thompson, Delores 
28 Gastfield, Randall 

 

The Chaplain’s Message 
By W. Maynard Pittendreigh, Chaplain 

 

 Diligence was one of the characteristics of 
Founding Father Benjamin Franklin.    He learned 
this work ethic from his father, who reportedly fre-
quently cited Proverbs 22:29, “Do you see some-
one skilled in their work? They will serve before 
kings; they will not serve before officials of low 
rank.” 
          In his autobiography, Franklin wrote that he 
considered the character of diligence a means of 
obtaining wealth and distinction, “though I did not 
think that I should ever literally stand before kings, 
which, however, has happened; for I have stood 
before five, and even had the honor of sitting down 
with one, the King of Denmark, to dinner.” (page 
69 of his memoirs). 
          Proverbs 22:29 was one of many compo-
nents that helped shape Franklin’s moral com-
pass.  He became successful in many endeav-
ors.  He worked hard and developed an inquiring 
and scientific mind.  He was mindful of paying off 
his debts and wore the fashion of a savor, not a 
spender.  “In order to secure my credit and charac-
ter as a tradesman, I took care not only to be in re-
ality industrious and frugal, but to avoid all appear-
ances to the contrary.  I drest plainly.”  (page 58 of 
his memoirs). 
          His hard work and diligence produced in 
Franklin a renaissance man, skilled in science, lit-
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  erature, business, politics and diplomacy.  Not all 
diligent and hardworking people will meet, as 
Franklin did, five kings and dine with one, such 
character produces a life that is worthwhile to the 
individual, the family, and the nation. 
 

  

Membership in the  
Ladies Auxiliary 

 
 The Ladies’ Auxiliary Flori-
da Society of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution is open to wives as 
well as female blood relatives 
(mothers, daughters, grand-
daughters, aunts, nieces) of the SAR 
member. The Ladies’ Auxiliary sup-
ports the SAR in its historical, patri-
otic and educational objectives.  The 
Ladies’ Auxiliary raises funds to 

award (on a smaller scale) the same students that the 
Florida Society SAR awards.  Dues for the LAFLS-
SAR are $5 per year; the application form is availa-
ble at: http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/DOCS/
LadyAuxDocs/LaAuxMemApp.pdf. Please encour-
age the ladies in your life to join and support us in 
our efforts. 
 

Alexander Hamilton:  
The Forgotten Founding  

Father 
By Taylor Coffman  

(2018 Knight Essay Chapter Winner) 
 
 Buried deep in the trenches of American his-
tory, there lies a forgotten hero, staunch activist, and 
bold leader; a highly-intelligent man with disputable 
morals, but strong beliefs nonetheless. A forefather 
that refused to back down, no matter the situation.  
His name? Alexander Hamilton. With Hamilton’s 
help, America’s early economy was stabilized and 
the newly-made U.S. Constitution was solidified. 
This essay serves to explore who exactly Alexander 
Hamilton was and what he did for America. 
 
 Hamilton’s story begins not in America, but 

on a small island in the British West Indies 
called Nevis. Alexander Hamilton was born 
on January 11th, in either 1755 or 1757 – the 
year is unclear, as historians believe Hamilton 
to have either exaggerated his age to begin 
working sooner, or understated it to better fit 
in at school. Hamilton was born to parents 
that were not married, giving him status as a 
“bastard” that would haunt him for the rest of 
his life. His father, James Hamilton Sr., aban-
doned him at twelve years of age, and his 
mother died two years later, leaving Alexan-
der penniless and having to find work. At 
fourteen, he was placed in charge of a trading 
charter for Beekman and Cruger Trading. In 
late August, 1772, when Hamilton was seven-
teen years old, a hurricane slammed into Ne-
vis, destroying the small island and leaving its 
inhabitants with next to nothing. Of course, 
Hamilton survived, but his prospects were 
dim – Ron Chernow, author of the best-
selling biography, “Alexander Hamilton", 
supports this by speculating that “Such re-
peated shocks must have stripped Alexander 
Hamilton of any sense that life was fair...or 
that he could ever count on help from any-
one,” (Chernow 26). Despite this, Hamilton 
still had the means to write: he picked up a 
quill and wrote a poem describing the devas-
tation the hurricane had wrought. His peers 
were amazed by what he had written; they 
realized that he had potential that reached be-
yond Nevis, and so they set to collecting mon-
ey to get him to America. 
 
 Upon reaching the colony of New 
York at nineteen, the first thing Hamilton did 
was further his education. He graduated from 
King’s College – now known as Columbia 
University – in 1776, and quickly got in-
volved in the revolutionary movement. Ham-
ilton’s writing skill would serve him well in 
the revolution, first by publishing pro-
independence pamphlets and then by getting 
General George Washington to notice him. 
Hamilton had joined the Continental Army in 
1775, and he was eventually put under Wash-
ington’s command as aide-de-camp. Hamilton 
would eventually lead soldiers in the famous 
Battle of Yorktown in 1781 and see the end of 

http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/DOCS/LadyAuxDocs/LaAuxMemApp.pdf
http://www.flssar.org/FLSSAR/DOCS/LadyAuxDocs/LaAuxMemApp.pdf
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the war. 
 
 The war may have been over, but Hamil-
ton’s life was just getting into full swing; in 1780, 
he married Elizabeth Schuyler, a woman described 
in Hamilton’s biography as being “from an afflu-
ent New York family,” (Biography.com). Upon 
returning to New York, Hamilton began a career 
in law, but he quickly became entrenched in poli-
tics – he spent time in Congress in 1782 and 1783, 
and was then appointed, by Washington, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury in 1789. This is the posi-
tion Hamilton is best known for, and for good rea-
son; he pushed Congress to establish the first na-
tional bank and founded the now-famous Wall 
Street. Per the History.com article on Alexander 
Hamilton, “As secretary of the treasury Hamil-
ton’s great achievement was funding the federal 
debt at face value, which rectified and national-
ized the financial chaos inherited from the Revo-
lution,” (History.com). However, Hamilton’s bold 
opinions on the formation of the new nation would 
win him a multitude of enemies, a fact which 
would shape the rest of his life. 
 
 Hamilton’s life began to take a downwards 
turn just after his appointment to Washington’s 
cabinet. In 1791, he had a months-long affair with 
Maria Reynolds, which then led to Hamilton being 
a reluctant participant in an embezzling and black-
mail scheme by Maria’s abusive and neglectful 
husband, James Reynolds. The scheme lasted for 
another six years, until his fellow politicians ac-
cused him of misconduct relating to the missing 
money. Rather than confess to embezzlement, 
Hamilton confessed to the affair in a ninety-five-
page pamphlet titled “Observations on Certain 
Documents”. This would prove a massive mistake 
– as Hamilton himself admitted in the document, 
“I have paid pretty severely for the folly and can 
never recollect it without disgust and self-
condemnation,” (Hamilton 60). The public back-
lash forced Hamilton to resign as secretary of the 
treasury, but this was only the beginning of Ham-
ilton’s political demise – it would be furthered by 
Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson and Senator 
Aaron Burr. These men would play an instrumen-
tal part in Hamilton’s defeat, beginning with the 
Election of 1800. 
 

 The election was being held to determine 
who would succeed John Adams as the third 
president of the United States. Although Adams 
and Jefferson were the two foremost contenders, 
Jefferson and Burr, who were running mates, 
received an equal number of votes – the fate of 
the presidency rested on a single vote. As Lin-
Manuel Miranda and Jeremy McCarter state in 
their book, “Hamilton: The Revolution”, Hamil-
ton’s vote was important because “In 1800, 
enough politicians took their cues from Alexan-
der Hamilton that he might have swayed the out-
come of a presidential election,” (Miranda and 
McCarter 256). Hamilton, despite having hated 
Jefferson for years, cast his vote for the former 
secretary of state. This fact greatly angered Burr, 
who had previously considered Hamilton a 
friend. However, Burr was the least of Hamil-
ton’s problems – his eldest child, Philip Hamil-
ton, was shot and killed in a duel in 1801, lead-
ing to the further deterioration of his marriage 
with Eliza. Some historians believe grief may 
have been a deciding factor in the events that led 
to Hamilton’s own death. 
 
 While Aaron Burr was enraged by his 
loss in the election, he managed to contain his 
feelings and be content with his spot as Vice 
President. However, in 1804, Burr tried to run 
for Governor of New York – and lost, mainly 
due to Hamilton’s strict opposition. As Joanne 
Freeman of the Gilder Lehrman Institute de-
scribes in an article History Now magazine titled 
“Understanding the Burr-Hamilton Duel”: “A 
friend showed Burr some of Hamilton’s nasty 
charges in a newspaper clipping—providing 
written proof of Hamilton’s insults—Burr act-
ed,” (Freeman). Burr challenged Hamilton to a 
duel, and the two former marksmen met on a du-
eling ground in Weehawken, New Jersey. When 
the time came for the two men to fire, Hamil-
ton’s shot went high but Burr’s struck true, hit-
ting Hamilton in the ribs and lodging in his 
spine. Alexander Hamilton would eventually ac-
cede to his wounds, dying on July 12, 1804, at 
age 47. 
 
 While he died relatively young compared 
to the other founding fathers, it can’t be denied 
that he led a fulfilling life: Alexander Hamilton 
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was a survivor, a fighter, an inspirational writer, 
and a revolutionary thinker. He reshaped Ameri-
can politics by bringing a bold, opinionated view 
to the table that is still rare today. He showed the 
world that America wasn’t just a place of privi-
lege, but also a place where even the poorest, or-
phan immigrant can leave their mark on history; 
because of all of this, and much more, Alexander 
Hamilton deserves better than to be forgotten by 
the country which he loved. 
 
Bibliography – MLA 8th edition 
 
Biography.com Editors. “Alexander Hamilton.” 
Biography.com, A&E Networks Television, 28 
Apr. 2017, www.biography.com/people/alexander
-hamilton-9326481. Accessed 29 July 2017. 
 
Chernow, Ron. “The Castaways.” Alexander 
Hamilton, Penguin Books, New York, NY, 2004, 
p.26. 
 
Freeman, Joanne B. “Understanding the Burr-
Hamilton Duel.” History Now: the Journal of the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute, 8 Feb. 2016, 
www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by- era/hamilton/
essays/understanding-burr-hamilton-duel. Ac-
cessed 29 July 2017. Hamilton, Alexander, and 
James Thomson Callender. “Observations on Cer-
tain Documents.” 
 
The History of the United States for the Year 
1796, John Bioren, 1796, p. 60. 
 
History.com Staff. “Alexander Hamilton.” Histo-
ry.com, A&E Television Networks, 2009, 
www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/
alexander-hamilton. Accessed 29 July 2017. 

Miranda, Lin-Manuel, and Jeremy McCarter. 
“XXIX: Containing a Dialogue on Ambi-
tion.”Hamilton: The Revolution, Grand Central 
Publishing, New York, NY, 2016, p. 256. 

Chapter Veterans Saluting 
By Bob Copeland 

  

 For those of us who can remember, U. S. 

Military Officers often wore civilian clothes at 

certain duly stations. I remember my father be-

ing given a hand salute, while in civilian clothes, 

from a uniformed sailor from his ship. Do you 

remember the picture of General Douglas Mac-

Arthur with his aide, Major Dwight Eisenhower, 

both in white suits with straw hats, saluting 

troops in the Philippines as they passed in re-

view? 

            A number of our SAR veterans have 

wanted to know why they could not give a hand 

salute. Well now they can. Thanks to Senator 

James Inhofe (R-OK) the National Defense Au-

thorization Act for FY 2009 specifically states 

that Veterans who are present but not in uniform 

can salute the flag during the Pledge of Alle-

giance, the National Anthem as well as during 

the hoisting and lowering and passing of the flag.  
 

April in America April in 
America  

 

 1704 – In April, the first enduring newspaper in 
America, The Boston News-Letter, is published.  
  
1720 - The population of America colonist 
reaches 475,000.  Boston (pop. 12,000) is the 
largest City, followed by Philadelphia (pop. 
10,000) and New York (pop. 7,000).  
  
1727 -King George II ascends the English 
throne. 1775, April 14 - Massachusetts Governor 
Gage is secretly ordered by the British to enforce 
the Coercive Acts and suppress “open rebellion” 
among the colonists by using all necessary force. 
1775, April 18 - General Gage orders 700 British 
soldiers to Concord to destroy the colonists’ 
weapons depot.  That night, Paul Revere and 
William Dawes are sent from Boston to warn 
colonists.  Revere reaches Lexington about mid-
night and warns Sam Adams and John Hancock 

http://www.biography.com/people/alexander-hamilton-9326481
http://www.biography.com/people/alexander-hamilton-9326481
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-by-
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/alexander-hamilton
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/alexander-hamilton
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/alexander-hamilton
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who are out there. 1775, April 19 (Patriots Day) – 
At dawn about 70 armed Massachusetts militia-
men stand face to face on Lexington Green with 
the British advance guard.  An unordered “shot 
heard around the world” begins the American 
Revolution.  A volley of British muskets followed 
by a charge with bayonets leaves eight Americans 
dead and ten wounded.  The British regroup and 
head for the depot in Concord, destroying the col-
onists’ weapons and supplies.  At the North 
Bridge in Concord, a British platoon is attacked 
by militiamen, with 14 casualties. British forces 
then begin a long retreat from Lexington back to 
Boston and are harassed and shot at all along the 
way by farmers and rebels and suffer over 250 
casualties.. News of the events at Lexington and 
Concord spreads like wildfire throughout the Col-
onies. 1775, April 23 –The Provincial Congress in 
Massachusetts orders 13,600 American soldiers to 
be mobilized.  Colonial volunteers from all over 
New England assemble and head for Boston, then 
establish camps around the city and begin a year 
long siege of British-held Boston. 
 
 

April 1775, First Shots of the 
American Revolution  

(From Library of Congress)  
 
 Until the end of the Seven Years' War in 
1763, few colonists in British North America ob-
jected to their place in the British Empire. Colo-
nists in British America reaped many benefits 
from the British imperial system and bore few 
costs for those benefits. Indeed, until the early 
1760s, the British mostly left their American colo-
nies alone. The Seven Years' War (known in 
America as the French and Indian War) changed 
everything. Although Britain eventually achieved 
victory over France and its allies, victory had 
come at great cost. A staggering war debt influ-
enced many British policies over the next decade. 
Attempts to raise money by reforming colonial 
administration, enforcing tax laws, and placing 
troops in America led directly to conflict with col-
onists. By the mid-1770s, relations between 
Americans and the British administration had be-
come strained and acrimonious. The first shots of 

what would become the war for American inde-
pendence were fired in April 1775. For some 
months before that clash at Lexington and Con-
cord, patriots had been gathering arms and pow-
der and had been training to fight the British if 
that became necessary. General Thomas Gage, 
commander of British forces around Boston, had 
been cautious; he did not wish to provoke the 
Americans. In April, however, Gage received 
orders to arrest several patriot leaders, rumored 
to be around Lexington. Gage sent his troops out 
on the night of April 18, hoping to catch the col-
onists by surprise and thus to avoid bloodshed. 
When the British arrived in Lexington, however, 
colonial militia awaited them. A fire fight soon 
ensued. Even so, it was not obvious that this 
clash would lead to war. American opinion was 
split.  
 
 Some wanted to declare independence 
immediately; others hoped for a quick reconcili-
ation. The majority of Americans remained un-
decided but watching and waiting. In June 1775, 
the Continental Congress created, on paper, a 
Continental Army and appointed George Wash-
ington as Commander. Washington's first task, 
when he arrived in Boston to take charge of the 
ragtag militia assembled there, was to create an 
army in fact. It was a daunting task with no end 
of problems: recruitment, retention, training and 
discipline, supply, and payment for soldiers' ser-
vices were among those problems.  
 
 Nevertheless, Washington realized that 
keeping an army in the field was his single most 
important objective. During the first two years of 
the Revolutionary War, most of the fighting be-
tween the patriots and British took place in the 
north. At first, the British generally had their 
way because of their far superior sea power. De-
spite Washington's daring victories at Trenton 
and Princeton, New Jersey, in late 1776 and ear-
ly 1777, the British still retained the initiative. 
Indeed, had British efforts been better coordinat-
ed, they probably could have put down the rebel-
lion in 1777. But such was not to be. Patriot 
forces, commanded by General Horatio Gates, 
achieved a significant victory at Saratoga, New 
York, in October 1777. Within months, this vic-
tory induced France to sign treaties of alliance 
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and commerce with the United States. In retro-
spect, French involvement was the turning point 
of the war, although that was not obvious at the 
time. Between 1778 and 1781, British military 
operations focused on the south because the Brit-
ish assumed a large percentage of Southerners 
were loyalists who could help them subdue the 
patriots. The British were successful in most con-
ventional battles fought in that region, especially 
in areas close to their points of supply on the At-
lantic coast. Even so, American generals Nathan-
ael Greene and Daniel Morgan turned to guerrilla 
and hit-and-run warfare that eventually stymied 
the British. By 1781, British General Lord Charles 
Cornwallis was ordered to march into Virginia to 
await resupply near Chesapeake Bay. The Ameri-
cans and their French allies pounced on Cornwal-
lis and forced his surrender. Yorktown was a sig-
nal victory for the patriots, but two years of spo-
radic warfare, continued military preparations, and 
diplomatic negotiations still lay ahead. The Amer-
icans and British signed a preliminary peace treaty 
on November 30, 1782; they signed the final trea-
ty, known as the Peace of Paris, on September 10, 
1783. The treaty was generally quite favorable to 
the United States in terms of national boundaries 
and other concessions. Even so, British violations 
of the agreement would become an almost con-
stant source of irritation between the two nations 
far into the future. 
 

Liberty Tree 
 
 In the past, the chapter has planted in sev-
eral trees to honor the patriotic cause of the Amer-
ican Revolution.  As you know, our patriots met at 
specific trees that came know as Liberty Trees to 
plan our their strategy to strive for independence 
from Britain.   
 One of these trees was planted at the May-
flower Retirement Complex and has a granite 
marker located at the base of the tree.  Another 
one was planted that the City of St. Cloud City 
Hall complex located off of New York Avenue 
and has a bronze marker located at the base of the 
tree. 
 All we need as a chapter to do is to start 
making monetary contributions to this worthwhile 
project.  If you would like to contribute, please let 

our chapter treasurer, Dan Stebbins, know.  If 
you have a source to help us in the procuring of a 
site, please let the chapter officers know if you 
have a location that needs to be considered.  
Thanks for your assistance. 
 

Opportunities to Promote 
SAR 

 
If you know of a neighborhood newspaper, blog, or 
other medians that the Central Florida SAR Chapter 
could promote upcoming meetings and events, please 
let the chapter know.  We will need to know the pub-
lication name and contact.  Your assistance is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Webpage Assistance 
 
If you would like to assist the Central Florida 
SAR Chapter in revamping the chapter website 
or have some content that you think might be 
good to include in the webpage.  Please let the 
Chapter President Burt Fairchild know.  We 
would eventually like to have it as a stand alone 
website that is not hosted by the FLSSAR.  Your 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 
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