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Central Florida 
SAR Chapter 

 
Chartered on  
May 8, 1961 

 

Meeting Location: 
 

The Mayflower 
 

1720 Mayflower 
Court 

Winter Park, FL 
32792 

Chapter Meeting  
December 8, 2018 

 At this meeting, our speaker 
will be Compatriot Jeff Sizemore. His 
presentation will be on George Wash-
ington and the Battle of Yorktown. 
 
 This meeting will be held in the 
Duxbury Hall of the Mayflower Retire-
ment Community Center.  A time of 
socializing will begin at 11:30 PM with 
lunch being served at Noon.  The cost 
of the lunch is $18.00. 
 
 The entrée choices are: Smoth-
ered Chicken, Liver with Bacon and 
Onion Chef’s  Choice of Fish, or Salad 
Plate.  Note that each meal comes with 
an assortment of vegetables, starch, 
salad or soup, and a dessert.  Coffee 
and tea is also served with the meal. 
 
 Please make your reservation to 
attend this meeting by 12/5/2018 by 
contacting Compatriot Larry Walker 
via phone at 335larry@comcast.net. 
Your participation is greatly appreciat-
ed in responding with your RSVP be-
fore the deadline date. Please plan to 

attend. 

Printed FLSSAR  
Magazine Option 

 
 As an option to the Florida Society 
SAR membership, there was a vote at the 
Spring BOM/Annual Meeting to give the 
option to the membership for those that 
would like to receive the FLSSAR Florida 
Patriot in printed form and mailed to your 
house.  The cost of the printed subscrip-
tion will be $12.00 per year.  
  
 If you choose to receive this maga-
zine in printed form as an option at the time 
of paying your annual dues later this year, 
inform your chapter secretary by paying the 
mail printing subscription.  If you choose not 
to pursue this option, the quarterly magazine 
will continue to come to you in digital form.  
Note that all previous magazine issue are 
archived on the FLSSAR website and can be 
downloaded for you to view. 
 

Annual Dues Notice 
 
It that time of the year in which the Central 
Florida SAR Chapter request that all mem-
bers consider renewing their membership in 
the Sons of American Revolution for the up-
coming year.  We would most appreciate 
receiving your dues before November 15, 
2018 so that we can send them on time to 
SAR– National.   
 
The Annual Dues breakdown is as follows: 
 
Chapter Dues  = $20.00 
Florida Society Dues = $20.00 
SAR - National Dues = $35.00 
 
Total   = $75.00 
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Please make out your check to “Central Florida 
SAR Chapter and send to Dan Stebbins at 368 
Croton Drive, Maitland, FL 32751. 
 
Please also let him know if you will be wanting to 
received the State Magazine in electronic or print-
ed form.  If you want to receive it in printed form, 
please also include with your dues an additional 
$12.00 for the cost of the printed subscription. 
 
Your continued membership in the Sons of the 
American Revolution is greatly appreciated. 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
The Central Florida SAR Chapter would like 
to wish the following Compatriots a Happy 
Birthday. They are as follows: 
 
DECEMBER 
5 Stebbins, Janet 
6 Gaines, Frederick III 
9 Atwood, Stephen 
15 Bagozzi, Mark 
17 Russell, Richard 
27 Coughlin, Dan 
 

Calendar of Events 
 
2/1/2019 – 2/3/2019: FLSSAR Fall BOM Meeting 
– Kissimmee, FL 
3/30/2019: 242nd Anniversary of the Battle of 
Thomas Creek 
 

Upcoming Chapter  
Presentations 

 
A listing of our upcoming chapter meetings along 
with the presenters and their topics is listed below 
for you to plan to attend. 
 
January 12, 2019: Hector Pictor will be our speak-
er.  He is an internationally-known motivational 
speaker who lost both arms in an electrical acci-
dent over 20 years ago.    He is a husband, father 

of 4 and a grandfather.  He has finished over 100 tri-
atholons.  Instead of giving up or feeling sorry for him-
self he founded Don’t Stop Living and shows us all that 
life is a gift meant to be enjoyed. 
 
February 9, 2019: Don Green will appear in costume 
and will speak about the early years of Ben Franklin’s 
life when he first settled in America. 
 
March 9, 2019: Rick Haven of the Flagler Chapter will 
be our speaker. .  Rick will bring us an abundance of 
information about the clothing styles of the period of 
American Revolution and will be available to answer 
our questions.   
 
 

Ancestor Biographies 
 
 At this time, the chapter would like to en-
courage members to consider submitting an article 
about your ancestor.  It can include information 
about the unit they served in or if you have a fami-
ly story about them, it is also welcome.  Your par-
ticipation is greatly appreciated. 
 

Flag Award Certificate 
 

 The Flag Award Certificate, authorized in 1987, 
is presented to individuals, companies and government 
agencies that fly the United States flag for patriotic pur-
poses only. It is not to be given to any commercial en-
terprise that obviously flies it for advertising purposes. 
 
 If you know of an individual or company whom 
you think the Central Florida SAR chapter should con-
sider for this Flag Award Certificate, please inform 
Compatriot Burt Fairchild. 
 

The Chaplain’s Message 
By W. Maynard Pittendreigh, Chaplain 

 

   
 Words matter.  They can inspire patriotism or 
incite violence.  Jonathan Mayhew learned that difficult 
lesson well.  
  
                Mayhew was the American Congregational 
minister at Old West Church in Boston and was an out-
spoken critic of the Stamp Act.  He was the one who 
coined the phrase, “No taxation without representa-
tion.”  He spoke those words in 1750 in a ser-
mon.  Those words helped inspire the Revolutionary 
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movement that gave birth to our nation. 
 
                However, in 1765, he preached another ser-
mon in response to the Stamp Act, and called on his 
parishioners to cut off those who would ensnare 
them.  His words went beyond inspiration and inflamed 
violence against a loyalist who, at the time, was work-
ing against that same Stamp Act.  One of the arsonists 
claimed he “was excited by the idea” to burn and de-
stroy the home of Thomas Hutchinson by a sermon.  
  
                After the fire, Mayhew wrote Hutchinson a 
sympathy letter.  Regret weighed heavily on the pastor.   
 
                Although he was thrilled when the Stamp Act 
was repealed less than a year later, he preached hesi-
tantly and more carefully on the subject.  His words 
were as carefully measured as a chemist might measure 
volatile substances in a lab.  He did not focus his anger 
on individuals, but on the ideals of liberty and freedom.   
 
                Likewise, we need to carefully measure our 
words as Americans on both sides of a debate, whatever 
that debate may be, remembering that poorly chosen 
words often have tragic consequences, while wise 
words have the power for creative good. 
 
                As Proverbs 12:18 teaches us, “There is one 
whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue 
of the wise brings healing.” 
 

George Herbert Walker Bush 
(1924 - 2018) 

 
 It is with deep regret and sorrow that I recog-
nize the death of Compatriot George Herbert Walker 
Bush, 41st President of the United States on Friday No-

vember 30, 2018.  He was 94 
years of age.  President Bush 
was a member of the Patrick 
Henry Chapter Texas SAR 
since 2001. His Patriot Ancestor 
was Samuel Herrick.  President 
Bush was a veteran of WWII, 
having joined the Navy on his 
18th birthday in 1942, becoming 
the youngest aviator in the U.S. 
Navy at the time. Upon leaving 
the Navy in September 1945, he 

attended and graduated from Yale University. He had a 
lifetime of public service including Congressman, Am-
bassador to China, Director of Central Intelligence 
Agency, Vice President (2 terms), and 41st President of 
the United States 1989-1993.  His Presidential Library 

was dedicated in 1997, and he was active in humani-
tarian activities.  At the time of his death, he was the 
longest-lived American president in history.  Presi-
dent Bush was a true Patriot who devoted much of his 
life to public service.  The SAR is proud that he was a 
member of our organization, and is saddened by his 
passing.  Our condolences also go out to his entire 
family, including his son and fellow SAR Compatriot 
President George H. Bush (43rd President). 
  
 With the help of words from our SAR Prayer 
Book, I share this thought.  Lord, keep in our 
memory, Compatriot George H.W. Bush, who we 
mourn today, a member who along with many of his 
generation, was a light of our nation’s greatest gener-
ation, who now serves you in your Eternal King-
dom.  Compatriots, keep the family of President Bush 
in your thoughts and prayers as we join our nation in 
remembering President George Herbert Walker 
Bush.  May he Rest in Peace! 
  
Warren M Alter 
NSSAR President General 2018-2019   
 

The Battle of Princeton 
Overview: Many Americans do not realize 

that George Washington crossed and re-crossed the 
Delaware River a total of four times in the waning 
days of 1776. The first time was in early December 
when he left New Jersey in retreat from the British. 
The 2nd was when he crossed to attack Trenton 
(Dec.25-26). After Trenton was taken, he deemed it 
best to put the river between his army and the more 
powerful British army, and went back to Pennsylva-
nia. When he arrived at the Pennsylvania camp he 
received word that General Cadwalader had crossed 
the Delaware and was in Trenton. Cadwalader had not 
crossed on Christmas due to the bad weather and mis-
takenly assumed that Washington would not have 
crossed either. Upon learning that Washington had 
not only crossed but had beaten the Hessians, the 
shame-faced Cadwalader crossed and entered the un-
occupied Trenton. Washington did not want to put a 
negative spin on the so far victorious venture by or-
dering Cadwalader to retreat, and so crossed the river 
once again and joined the two commands together on 
the 29th of December. By this time Cornwallis had 
arrived at Princeton, New Jersey with 8,000 troops. 
Washington knew he could expect an attack by Corn-
wallis very shortly and was determined to make a 
fight of it. Instead of fortifying Trenton he put his 
lines just south of the town on the south bank of the 
Assunpink Creek. 
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On Dec. 27th General Cadwalader, who had 
been unable to land on the Jersey shore on the 26th due 
to the ice on that shore, reported he was crossing near 
Burlington, reinforced by militia which was turning up 
encouraged by the victory. Cadwalader was unaware 
that Washington had re-crossed the river. He moved 
into the now empty Burlington and then to Bordontown, 
reporting that the citizens were hastily removing the red 
rags nailed to their doors as symbols of loyalty to the 
crown. He entreated Washington to join him in advanc-
ing on the British who were in a panic. 

Washington's troops were at the moment in no 
condition to advance, further, he was short of food. Also 
many of his New England troops enlistments were due 
to expire on the 1st of Jan. By the 30th he had improved 
his supply situation and re-crossed the river. On the 
30th he made an impassioned plea to a regiment whose 
enlistments were about to expire. No one stepped forth 
to stay. Once again Washington spoke "My brave fel-
lows, you have done all I asked you to do and more than 
could reasonably be expected. But your country is at 
stake, your wives, your houses, and all that you hold 
dear. You have worn yourselves out with fatigues and 
hardships, but we know not how to spare you. If you 
will consent to stay only one month longer, you will 
render that service to the cause of liberty and to your 
country which you probably never can do under any 
other circumstances. The present is emphatically the 
crisis which is to decide our destiny." 

Again the drums rolled, calling for men to step 
forward, and finally about half the men step out to reen-
list. Other officers speak to other regiments with the 
same success. With the other troops on hand, it will 
have to be enough. If Washington could maintain the 
initiative, he might save the Revolution. If he loses a 
battle at this critical time, it was thought the revolution 
would collapse. 

Synopsis: The British General Howe orders 
Cornwallis to Princeton to gather all available troops for 
a counter attack. January 2nd Cornwallis marches on 
Trenton with about 6000 men, leaving 3 regiments of 
the 4th Brigade at Princeton as rear-guard, under Colo-
nel. Mawhood. At Maidenhead (now Lawrenceville) the 
British on Jan 2nd meet with American units who begin 
a fighting withdrawal, ambushing and delaying the Brit-
ish. It is 4 P.M. when the British finally get to Trenton, 
to find Washington entrenched but out numbered and 
outclassed. Washington has but 5,200 men, many unre-
liable militia. Washington has deployed his troops to on 
the south side of the Assunpink Creek, a strong position, 
and repels several attempts of the British to take the 
bridge. Night fell finally. Since his troops are tired, 
Cornwallis decides to wait to attack until morning, 
when he can "bag the fox" as he says. His officers want 
to attack now, fearful of Washington's known ability to 

retreat and escape. 
During the night, Washington leaves a few 

men to keep the campfires burning, make entrench-
ment noises, and keep up appearances, while the rest 
of the army moves around the British forces toward 
Princeton, where they can attack the rear of the Brit-
ish forces and maybe even capture the 70,000 pound 
sterling war treasury of Howe in New Brunswick. 
Washington orders silence and orders are given in 
whispers. Taking back roads the Americans move to 
the south around the British and swing towards 
Princeton. Main roads at this time are poor tracks-
some of these back roads are little more than trails 
which had already become unused as the area was 
settled and the troops stagger along them in the dark 
all night. Luckily a freeze has set in with nightfall and 
the roads are frozen and passable for both men and 
cannon. 

 At dawn,  Colonel  Mawhood has 
begun to follow in the wake of Cornwallis to Trenton, 
with his 17th Foot of the 4th Brigade followed by the 
55th, and the 40th regiment ordered to remain in 
Princeton. Now the Americans under General Mercer 
who had been sent to guard the left flank and the 17th 
under Mawhood discover each other at the same time, 
and move to attack. The 55th moves back into Prince-
ton. Mercer and Mawhood each believe they have 
encountered a patrol. Mawhood has about 276 men, 
and Mercer 120 with 200 following. Both race to the 
high ground now called Mercer heights. Mercer is 
surprised to run into Mawhood's men deployed in 
line. Captain Willie Leslie of the 17th, and nephew of 
General Alexander Leslie, is killed in the first fire. 
After exchanging fires, Mawhood's regiment charges 
with the bayonet. Only 20 or so of Mercers men have 
muskets and bayonets, most being slow reloading ri-
flemen whose guns can not use bayonets. Mercer is 
mortally wounded and his troops fall back, but Cad-
walader's 600 men of the Pennsylvania militia arrive. 
They fire and then start to fall back, even though they 
greatly outnumber the 17th. (Mawhood and the 17th 
regiment put up a terrific defense, still remembered 
and honored in Great Britain.) 

Washington and his officers rally them, and 
more troops arrive and Washington himself leads 
them towards the British. Washington is only 30 yards 
from the British lines when he orders his men to fire. 
Both sides do fire, and Washington disappears in the 
smoke. When the smoke clears Washington is un-
harmed but Mawhood's regulars have broken. Wash-
ington orders a charge. The British troops retreat, 
some scattering into the woods, others turning for 
Cornwallis or New Brunswick. Washington also leads 
the pursuit, calling "Its a fine fox hunt, boys!" 

In Princeton, the 40th and 55th regiments pre-
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pared to make a defense of the town. General Sullivan 
had his wing of the army moving to sweep into town 
from the other end, and the British sent out a platoon to 
outflank them. Sullivan in turn sent out 2 regiments to 
counter this flanking maneuver, forcing the British back. 
Now Sullivan's men met an equal number of British de-
ployed behind a dike in the area of Frog hollow. Sullivan 
had his cannon brought up, which sent shot into the dike 
and drove the British into the area of Nassau hall, the 
main college building at the time. 

The British took shelter in and around Nassau 
Hall in Princeton. The Americans brought up cannon, and 
took two shots at the building. The first bounced off, but 
the second entered the main room where the troops were 
holding, and allegedly decapitated a picture of King 
George the 2nd on the wall. The British in Nassau Hall 
surrendered. 

When the British Dragoons make a stand to de-
fend the fleeing troops, Washington called off all pursuit. 
Cornwallis could move on his rear soon, and he had to 
keep the army together. Placing a militia unit to destroy 
the bridge over the Stony Brook, and gathering what sup-
plies could be quickly loaded, he ordered the troops to 
march to Kingston. Here it was decided that even though 
New Brunswick and the British treasury were a few miles 
away, and lightly guarded, the exhausted troops could do 
no more. The American army moved north along the 
Millstone river to Somerset Court House, now Millstone, 
where he had to rest his troops. 

Back at Trenton, Cornwallis, on the 3rd , at dawn 
had found that the Americans are gone and at first it was 
believed they have marched to Bordentown, but soon 
reports of fighting at Princeton are received. Cornwallis 
marches on Princeton, and his vanguard arrives as the 
bridge over the creek is broken up. The militia makes a 
short stand, forcing the British to stop and form for battle. 
Washington and the troops are able to get away, and 
Cornwallis rests his troops for a few hours, then marches 
to defend Brunswick, following after Washington. 

At Kingston, Cornwallis heads for Brunswick 
and arrives at 6 am and deploys to defend the town. 
Washington is a few miles away at Somerset Court 
House ( now Millstone), but his troops are exhausted, 
some have hardly eaten, and Cornwallis position was not 
known, except that he was close. Any attack is not con-
sidered possible. 

On the 4th, after deciding not to attack New 
Brunswick, Washington continued north, and later that 
day they arrived in Pluckemin. Protected now by the 
Watchung Mountains to his east, and with Morristown 
units behind him, Washington was now safe. He would 
soon move the army into winter quarters at Morristown. 

Captain Leslie of the 17th, whose body was 
placed in a baggage wagon which was then captured, is 
buried with full military honors in the Pluckemin church-

yard. He had known Dr. Benjamin Rush of Phila-
delphia when the doctor studied medicine in Edin-
burgh. After the war the doctor put a marker on the 
grave in respect of the family. 

The British, who lost 86 killed and wound-
ed at Princeton and two hundred captured, were 
now ordered by Howe to abandon NJ, except for a 
line from Perth Amboy to New Brunswick. Wash-
ington, who had about 40 killed and wounded at 
Princeton, had now driven the British from most of 
New Jersey, in what is called the Ten Crucial 
Days., from Dec. 25th to Jan. 3rd. 

More importantly, the Revolution now had 
a chance, morale was improved, and the people 
once again believed they could stand and face the 
enemy troops. The British outrages in the invasion 
of NJ had turned many previously on the fence to 
the side of the rebels, paper money was acceptable 
once more and the rebel government and army 
found support again. Washington had learned to 
fight not the main British army, but its outposts, 
forcing the British to give up any effort to control 
the hinterlands of America. The French govern-
ment, encouraged by the British defeats, released 
supplies to the American war effort. In England, the 
royal government started losing support for the war. 
The Crisis was past, even if severe hardship and 
fighting were yet ahead, in a long and bitter strug-
gle for freedom and independence.  

 
Source: http://www.theamericanrevolution.org/

battledetail.aspx?battle=15 

On October 20, 2018, Compatriot Jeff Sizemore gave a 
presentation to the Lakeland SAR Chapter.  The title of the 
presentation was Benedict Arnold’s Plot to Betray the Ameri-
can Cause.  Herein is a picture of Lakeland’s chapter presi-
dent, Tom Williamson presented a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion to Jeff Sizemore for speaking that day. 
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2019 Veteran’s Parade in Orlando, Florida 
 
Herein are some of  the pictures of the Central Florida SAR Chapter Color Guard participating in the Veteran’s 
Parade that took place on the morning of November 10, 2018. 
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November 10th Chapter Meeting 
 
Herein are some of  the pictures of the Central Florida SAR Chapter in which Hershel Hughes, Jr. was our 
speaker.   
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