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Central Florida 

SAR Chapter 
 

Chartered on  

May 8, 1961 
 

Meeting Location: 

 

The Mayflower 
 

1720 Mayflower 

Court 
Winter Park, FL 

32792 

Chapter Meeting  
October 13, 2018 

 

 At this 
meeting, our 
speaker will be 
Marcea Oetting.  
Her presentation 
will be a portrayal 
of Abigail Adams. 
 
 This meet-
ing will be held in 
the Duxbury Hall 

of the Mayflower Retirement Commu-
nity Center.  A time of socializing will 
begin at 11:30 am with lunch being 
served at noon.  The cost of the lunch is 
$18.00. 
 
 The entrée choices are: Ribeye 

Steak, Key West Chicken with Honey 

Lime Sauce, Chef’s  Choice of Fish, or 

Salad Plate.  Note that each meal comes 

with an assortment of vegetables, 

starch, salad or soup, and a dessert.  

Coffee and tea is also served with the 

meal. 

 

 Please make your reservation to 

attend this meeting by 10/10/2018 by 

contacting Compatriot Larry Walker 

via phone at 335larry@comcast.net. 

Your participation is greatly appreciat-

ed in responding with your RSVP be-

fore the deadline date. Please plan to 

attend. 

Printed FLSSAR  
Magazine Option 

 
 As an option to the Florida Society 
SAR membership, there was a vote at the 
Spring BOM/Annual Meeting to give the 
option to the membership for those that 
would like to receive the FLSSAR Florida 
Patriot in printed form and mailed to your 
house.  The cost of the printed subscrip-
tion will be $12.00 per year.  
  
 If you choose to receive this maga-
zine in printed form as an option at the time 
of paying your annual dues later this year, 
inform your chapter secretary by paying the 
mail printing subscription.  If you choose not 
to pursue this option, the quarterly magazine 
will continue to come to you in digital form.  
Note that all previous magazine issue are 
archived on the FLSSAR website and can be 
downloaded for you to view. 
 

Annual Dues Notice 
 
It that time of the year in which the Central 
Florida SAR Chapter request that all mem-
bers consider renewing their membership in 
the Sons of American Revolution for the up-
coming year.  We would most appreciate 
receiving your dues before November 15, 
2018 so that we can send them on time to 
SAR– National.   
 
The Annual Dues breakdown is as follows: 
 
Chapter Dues  = $20.00 
Florida Society Dues = $20.00 
SAR - National Dues = $35.00 
 
Total   = $75.00 
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Please make out your check to “Central Florida 
SAR Chapter and send to Dan Stebbins at 368 
Croton Drive, Maitland, FL 32751. 
 
Please also let him know if you will be wanting to 
received the State Magazine in electronic or print-
ed form.  If you want to receive it in printed form, 
please also include with your dues an additional 
$12.00 for the cost of the printed subscription. 
 
Your continued membership in the Sons of the 
American Revolution is greatly appreciated. 

 
Happy Birthday 

 
The Central Florida SAR 
Chapter would like to wish 
the following Compatriots a 
Happy Birthday. They are 
as follows: 

 
OCTOBER 
 
4 Wilson, Marshall 
10 Smither, Janan 
20  Coughlin, Linda 
25 Smith, Karen 
25 Sizemore, Joyce  
 

October Speaker’s Bio 
 

Marcea Lynne Hall Oetting was born the oldest of 
Michael Ronald Hall and Mary Kay Davis’ four 
daughters. She graduated from the University of 
Iowa at age 19, with a B.A in History. She was 
married to the most amazing man, Paul Winston 
Oetting, and is mother to Bret Spencer Oetting, 23. 
She has been a widow for 21 years. She is a fourth 
generation member of DAR, and also a member of 
USD1812, NSDUV, NSDAC, NSDCW, NSDU 
and GSMD. She was a member of many acting 
troupes, and especially enjoys sharing about our 
amazing 2nd First Lady, Abigail Adams, who was 
also the wife of Marcea’s 3rd cousin 9x removed 
John. 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
10/12/2018 – 10/14/2018: FLSSAR Fall BOM Meeting 
– Kissimmee, FL 
 
10/25/2018 (6:00 PM to 7:30 PM): Advanced Genealo-
gy Research Online Webinar. To RSVP, go to http://
f8s.co/1zut. 
  
2/1/2019 – 2/3/2019: FLSSAR Fall BOM Meeting – 
Kissimmee, FL 
 
3/30/2019: 242nd Anniversary of the Battle of Thomas 
Creek 

Upcoming Chapter  
Presentations 

 
A listing of our upcoming chapter meetings along with 
the presenters and their topics is listed below for you to 
plan to attend. 
 
November 10, 2018: Herschel Hughes (U.S. Navy – 
Retired) will speak on  Veterans Issues. 
 
December 8, 2018:  Jeffrey Sizemore will speak on 
George Washington and the Battle of Yorktown 
 
January 12, 2019: Hector Pictor will be our speaker.  He 
is an internationally-known motivational speaker who 
lost both arms in an electrical accident over 20 years 
ago.    He is a husband, father of 4 and a grandfa-
ther.  He has finished over 100 triatholons.  Instead of 
giving up or feeling sorry for himself he founded Don’t 
Stop Living and shows us all that life is a gift meant to 
be enjoyed. 
 
February 9, 2019: Don Green will appear in costume 
and will speak about the later years of Ben Franklin’s 
life in Philadelphia. 
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March 9, 2019: Maynard  Pittendreigh will speak on the 
Chaplains of the American Revolution. 
 

Flintlock & Various Weapons 
of the American Revolution 

Presentation 
October 12th at 2:30 PM 

 
 At the October BOM meeting, Richard Hoff-
man will be doing a presentation on “Flintlocks and 
Various Weapons of the American Revolution.  Please 
come to the Fall October BOM meeting and support our 
chapter member as he gives this presentation to the 
members of the Florida Society Sons of the American 
Revolution. 
 

   Ancestor Biographies 
 
 At this time, the chapter would like to en-
courage members to consider submitting an article 
about your ancestor.  It can include information 
about the unit they served in or if you have a fami-
ly story about them, it is also welcome.  Your par-
ticipation is greatly appreciated. 
 

Color Guard Update 
 
If anyone is interested in participating in the Color 

Guard, whether it is presenting the colors at the meet-

ing, or participating at various public events, please let 

the chapter know.  

 

Note that the Color Guard is planning to participate in 

the downtown Orlando Veterans’ Day Parade. Members 

that are willing to be in this parade will need to let Burt 

Fairchild or Andy Showen know that you are available 

to participate. 

 

Flag Award Certificate 
 

 The Flag Award Certificate, authorized in 1987, 
is presented to individuals, companies and government 
agencies that fly the United States flag for patriotic pur-
poses only. It is not to be given to any commercial en-
terprise that obviously flies it for advertising purposes. 
 

 If you know of an individual or company 
whom you think the Central Florida SAR chapter 
should consider for this Flag Award Certificate, 
please inform Compatriot Burt Fairchild. 
 

The Chaplain’s Message 
By W. Maynard Pittendreigh, Chaplain 

 

A Patriot’s Warning Against Extremism 
                 

                On January 30, 1750, all ministers of the 
Church of England were required to preach a com-
memorative sermon on the 100th anniversary of the 
death of King Charles I. This included the ministers 
serving in the American colonies. 
 
                Thirty-year old Jonathan Mayhew refused 
to submit.  Instead he preached a sermon that has 
been called, “the first volley of the American Revolu-
tion, setting forth the intellectual and scriptural justifi-
cation for rebellion against the crown.”  (The Great 
Experiment, by Mart Grams, page 112).  
 
                King Charles I embraced the concept of 
“the divine right of kings,” believing that he was 
nearly a deity as an extension of God.  He imposed 
his faith on all of England, disbanded Parliament, sti-
fled the Puritans, and imposed taxes.  The people 
fought back and executed the king in 1650, replacing 
him with Oliver Cromwell.  After Cromwell’s death, 
the English reinstated the monarchy.  King Charles II 
declared his father’s death a sacred holiday. 
 
                For years, ministers were forced to preach a 
commemorative sermon on the anniversary of the 
death of King Charles I, but in 1750, the Reverend 
Mayhew refused.  Rather than preaching about the 
martyrdom of a divinely elected king, Mayhew 
preached about the rightness of the execution of the 
English King who had had greatly infringed upon 
British liberties.  Much of his sermon provided a 
scholarly account of how the English constitution “is 
originally and essentially free,” and how from ancient 
times the people of England were “extremely jealous 
of their liberties.”  England’s monarchs, Mayhew ex-
plained, originally held their throne “solely by the 
grant of parliament” and by the “voluntary consent of 
the people.” 
 
                Mayhew’s sermon, “Discourse Concerning 
Unlimited Submission,” was published in Boston and 
many other cities, including London.  
  
 We live in a time in our nation in which polit-
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ical divisions run deep.  Few are moderates and compro-
mise is rare because of the extremes on both sides of the 
political spectrum.  For us, many of Mayhew’s words 
can still lead us with wisdom: “Let us prize our freedom; 
but not use our liberty for a cloak of maliciousness. 
There are men who strike at liberty under the term licen-
tiousness. There are others who aim at popularity under 
the disguise of patriotism. Be aware of both. Extremes 
are dangerous.” 
  
   

Chapter Update of the George 
S. and Stella M. Knight Essay 

Contest 
 
Recently, the chapter received submittals for the Essay 
Contest and this year winner is Cassandra James.  At the 
October meeting she will be presenting her winning es-
say entitled, “Key to Liberty”.  Her Mother, Lisa James 
assures the chapter that Cassy’s presentation is between 
5 to 10 minutes, so it should not negatively impact our 
scheduled speaker’s presentation that day. 
 

John Eager Howard 
1752-1827 

Continental Officer, Delegate 
to Congress, & Governmental 

Official 
 
 One of the Continental Army’s best field offic-
ers, Howard was a mainstay of the American Southern 
campaigns in 1780 and 1781 as a commander of the re-
doubtable Maryland Continentals.  He was born on a 
country estate near Baltimore and received an education 
at home from private tutors.  He entered the military as a 
captain of the 2nd Maryland Battalion, organized in mid-
1776 as part of the Flying Camp strategic reserve and 
fought at the Battle of White Plains. In February 1777, 
Howard was commissioned as a major in the 4th Mary-
land with which he served at Germantown.  In March of 
the following year, he transferred to the 5th Maryland as 
a Lieutenant Colonel, taking part in the Battle of Mon-
mouth in June. 
 
 The Marylander moved to the southern theater 
in 1780 and individual regiments were virtually de-
stroyed at the debacle at Camden.  Remnants of former 

units were com-
bined, however, into 
a Maryland detach-
ment and Howard 
had field command 
of a group of these 
veterans whose com-
bat experience was 
not exceeded by any 
other soldiers of the 
Continental Army.  
Howard and his men 
were more than a 
match for the finest 
British troops, and 
they were probably 
the best among 

American forces at the bayonet attack, a primary bat-
tle tactic that had been the sole province of the British 
early in the year. 
 
 Howard’s finest moments were at the Battle 
of Cowpens in January 1781.  He and his Mary-
landers held the reserve positions behind the militia, 
and when Tarleton’s British infantry launched a head-
long chase of the retreating American amateurs, 
Howard met them with a debt maneuver and then a 
hardy bayonet charge that shattered the British assault 
and assured a complete victory for the Americans – 
one of the few clear-cut battlefield victories of the 
Southern campaign or of the entire war for that mat-
ter.  Howard received the thanks of Congress and a 
medal for his crucial role at Cowpens.  He also led his 
men at the ensuing battles at Guilford Courthouse, 
Hobkirk’s Hill (saving Nathaniel Green’s army from 
disaster with another bayonet charge) and Eutaw 
Springs.  As one observer has pointed out, merely to 
have participated in so many crucial battles was unu-
sual, but to have been distinguished in nearly all was 
remarkable. 
 
 After the Revolution, Howard entered a long 
period of public service.  He was a delegate to the 
Confederation Congress in 1788 and served as gover-
nor of Maryland from 1789 until 1791, when he 
moved to the state senate for a four-year stint.  In 
1796, he was elected to fill a vacancy in the U.S. Sen-
ate, serving until 1803 and acting as president pro tem 
during part of that period.  As a Federalist, he fell 
from power after the turn of the century, but he had 
previously declined appointments as Secretary of War 
and Brigadier General.  He was the unsuccessful Fed-
eralist candidate for Vice President in 1816.    


